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Dean's Cigar Store, circa 1970's. Left to Right: Ron Krusemark, 
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1. Oskaloosa, lowa Cigar Manufacturing — A History 


"There's something about smoking a cigar that feels like a celebration. It's like a fine wine. There's a 
quality, a workmanship, a passion that goes into the smoking of a fine cigar." 


— Demi Moore 


Mt 


Yeah! They made cigars in Oskaloosa, lowa. Cigars with names like the “Skinny,” “Supreme Chancellor,” 
“The Big C,” “lowa Girl,” “Gold Medal,” the “Defender,” and the “Black Lion” to name just a few. Ina 
span of fifty-five years, over thirty-four different Oskaloosa cigar factories turned out thousands of 
cigars a month. Some of the cigars were consumed (smoked!) locally, and some were shipped out to 
other cities. 


Most Oskaloosa cigar factories were small and employed less than five people. Some “factories” were 
operated out of the owner’s home. Others occupied the second story of downtown buildings. They 
were often a retail store selling a full line of smokers’ supplies as well as a manufacturer of cigars. Most 
didn’t stay in business very long. Cigar manufacturing was never a major industry, but it did reflect the 
times and created a few jobs. 


One of the first people to make cigars in Oskaloosa was Fred Beckman, Sr. He is called the “pioneer of 
the Oskaloosa cigar trade.” Fred immigrated to the United States in about 1854 from Tecklenburg, 
Prussia (Germany). He opened a cigar factory on the south side of the Oskaloosa square in 1856. Fred’s 
business increased and at one time his factory was producing 150,000 cigars a month. He made cigars in 
Oskaloosa for forty-four years. He died February 13. 1900. Fred Beckman’s daughter, Louisa Beckman, 
was also a cigar manufacturer in the early 1880's. 


Fred Beckman’s brother, Diedrick, came to Oskaloosa in the early 1860’s and worked for Fred for several 
years. In 1869, Diedrick Beckman opened his own cigar factory under the name of “M. J. Beckman Cigar 
Co.” By 1892, fifteen people were employed at the M. J. Beckman factory and were making 50,000 
cigars a month. Diedrick died in 1911. His son, William D. Beckman, continued the business. 


One of the largest cigar factories in Oskaloosa was J. W. Hetherington & Co., 415 West High Avenue. The 
Hetherington factory was in business making cigars from 1888 until 1906. In 1892 they had twenty-five 
employees and were turning out 120,000 cigar a month. J. W. Hetherington & Co. remodeled their 
building in 1905. The interior of the building was finished in oak, with oak fixtures of a ‘handsome’ 
pattern. An ornamental steel ceiling was installed, and the walls were hung with tapestries. Their cigar 
brands were “/n the Soup,” “Skinny,” “Nisita,” and “Monarch.” 


The heyday of the cigar industry in Oskaloosa was a twenty-year period from the mid-1880’s until about 
1908. There was an average of six factories operating each year in the 1880's. In the 1890’s and early 
1900’s there were around ten cigar factories operating each year. 


In 1899, sixty people were employed in the cigar factories with total monthly wages paid of $2,400. In 
1901, a total of one hundred people were employed in the city’s six cigar factories. Nine cigar factories 
were operating in 1905 with a total employment of 75 people. 


Another prominent cigar manufacturer in Oskaloosa was the Davis Brothers retail store and cigar factory 
at 113 First Avenue West. They began making cigars in 1900. Their store featured a “Turkish room” for 
patrons to lounge in. 


Leo P. Roenspiess manufactured the “Tampadora” and “Black Lions” brands of cigars from 1900 until 
1910. He advertised heavily in the newspaper with catchy, cartoon-type ads. The factory was located at 
219 High Avenue West. 


William Hinesley, (1882-1900), had a cigar factory on High Avenue, on the north side of the Oskaloosa 
square. In 1892 he employed thirty-five people and produced 140,000 cigars a month. 


Charles E. Howar, (1888 — 1910), operated a cigar factory and a retail store. The retail store carried a full 
line of smokers’ supplies, including tobacco and pipes. Charles E. Howar had thirteen employees in 1892 
and produced 35,000 cigars a month. In 1900 he employed fifteen people. His cigar brands were “Gold 
Medal” and “Supreme Judge.” 


Because of an economic downturn and increased competition, the cigar industry struggled during the 
1910’s. There was a little resurgence after World War I, but cigar manufacturing in Oskaloosa was 
effectively over by the mid-1920’s. Will Harney closed his cigar factory in January of 1929. The U.S. 
Census tells us that a few people continued to make cigars through the years, but there were no more 
cigar factories in Oskaloosa, lowa. 


As if someone erased history, that was the end of cigar manufacturing in Oskaloosa, lowa. There were 
no more cigar factories filling the air with tobacco aroma. All that was left were memories. But it was 
“good to the last puff.” 


2. Oskaloosa Cigar Factories — with approximate dates of operation 


Fred Beckman — (1856 — 1898) 

M.J. Beckman Cigar Factory — Diederick Beckman (1869 — 1911) 
W. D. Beckman — (1914) 

Louise Beckman cigar manufacturer — (1880 - 1882) 

Benton & Slammel — (1897) William Benton & John Slammel 
T. J. Blackstone cigar manufacturer — (1880 — 1890) 

W.R. Campfield — (1893 — 1900) 

Davis Brothers — (1899 — 1914) 

Earl Ferree — (1907 - 1910) 

Link Fisher — (1904) 

Fisher Brothers — (1902) 

G. W. Fisher — (1914 — 1924+) 

C. Frank — (1893) 

Louis Frank — (1885 — 1894?) 

Louis Frank & Will Campfield — (1892) 

George Fritz — (1903 — 1930) 

Fred W. Garner — (1909 - 1910) merged with lowa Cigar Co. in 1910 
William J. Harney — (1905 — 1929) 

J. W. Hetherington & Co. — (1888 — 1914) 

Higlin Brothers Cigar Factory — (1897 - 1908) 

William F. Hinesley — (1882 — 1900) 

Howar Brothers — (1882) 

C. E. Howar Co. — (1888 — 1910) 

lowa Cigar Factory — (1910) Harry Billick & Fred Garner 

Lee & Brown — (1882) 


Sam Loeb — (1903 - 1905) 


Frank Nowels/Nowels Brothers — (1914 — 1921) 
Oskaloosa Cigar Co. — (1897 - 1904) 

Earl Reynolds & James Gorman — (1910) 

Leo P. Roenspiess — (1900-1910) sold to lowa Cigar Co. 
A. J. St. Clair — (1900 - 1901) 

George W. Sparks — (1918 — 1930) 

H. L. Soencer Co. — (1895 — 1900) 

Pat Stanton — (1904 - 1906) 

Ben Strasburger & Sam Loeb — (1902 — 1903) 
William Strasburger — (1895 — 1900) 

Joe Strasburger — (1901) 

George F. Titus — (1919 — 1921) 

Frank H. Tousley — (1902) 


Williams & Tousley — (1893 — 1900) 





What could be better than a good cigar and cognac? 
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Frederick Beckman, Sr. 


Fred Beckman is the “pioneer of the Oskaloosa cigar trade.” 
Fred Beckman, Sr. made cigars in Oskaloosa from about 1856 until 1898. 


Fred Beckman was born August 4, 1823 in Tecklenburg, Prussia. He died February 13, 1900. He was 
married to Mary Jones Beckman. They had three children: Mrs. Lou Brown, Miss Mollie Beckman, and 
Fred Beckman, Jr. 


Fred immigrated to the U.S. in about 1851. He came to Oskaloosa in about 1856 and immediately 
started in the cigar business. He lived in Oskaloosa for forty-four years. 


At its peak, the Fred Beckman cigar factory produced 150,000 to 200,000 cigars a month. 


In 1897, his cigar factory was located at Second Avenue East. His Internal Revenue Factory number was 
162. He had two employees. 


FRED BROKMAN, 
the plonser of the Oakalogsa cigar | 


Fren Brckxan’s “big Engin,” . next | 
looms. np to view, and. passing. in-we find 


trade, opened a factory on the south 
side of the aquata. Bis trada increased 
until he was manufacturiog from 
160,000 to 200000 a month, His trade 
| extended allover lows and aurround- 
ing states, and the excellence of hia 
goods was known farand wide. Fol: 
lowing Fred came Wm, Beckman, who 
eontinued to bulla up the trade go au— 
spicnously commenced. After him 
eame Diedrick Beckman, who had 
learned the trade and worked in the 
factorles of the brothera, The Bael- 
| nan trade is rapresanted in the city ta. 
day by Fred Beckman who still manu- 
factures in 4 small way,and by the 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, July 23, 1892 


Fred and-a number of hands busily engag- | 


ed in turning out those No. 1. cigars ‘for 
which Oskaloosa: is noted. He manufac. |. 


tures a -great.ma n y—s0 many that we have ; 


not time to figure on» them. He has al) } 


kinds of ae and. smokers’ and chewers’ 
goods. | 





In February of 1869, the Oskaloosa Herald took a 


"driving tour" of downtown Oskaloosa and described 


every business along the way. The story above 


describes Fred Beckman's cigar factory and the cigar 


store Indian that stood in front of the building. 


Fred Beckman “kept lovere of good 
clgare" supplied with “-mokera of all 
grades of hle own manufacture.” 


The Daily Evening Herald, April 30, 1897 
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OBITUARY, 

Frederick Beckman, who died at 
his home in this city Tuesday morn- 
ing,of pneumonia,was one of the pio- 
néer Cigar manufacturers im the city 
and for years did a thriving business 
in the cigar trade, Has had quite an 


-extengive factory and continued to 


manufacture the goodsin a small way 
until a comparatively short tima be- 
fore his death. He laid the founds: | 
tion to the business in Oskaloosa and 

upon if to-day is builded a trade that 

representa thousands of dollars and | 
wploys a hundred people. Mr. 
Beckman was born in Tecklenburg, 
Westphalia, Prussia, August 4, 1893, 
Hecame to this country about 1851 
and lived in Cincinnati about two 
years. There he marriad Misa Mary 
Jones and removed to Oskaloosa, | 
where be bas since resided. He on- 
gaged in business upon his arrival 
here and has heen a citizen of the 
place for a period of forty-four years. 
There are three children, Mra. Lou 
Grown and Miss Mollle Beckman, of 
this city, and Fred Beckman, Jr. A 
telegram from the tatter, who is in 
Roohester, N. Y., announces that he 
will be unable to reach the city for the 
funeral. Mr. Beckman was u rood 
altizen and he was widely known in 
the younger days of the business of 
Oskaloosa, He was prowlnentin the 
enterpriges of that day and took o 
lively interest in the welfare of the 
town. Ife was a good father and a 
faithful friend and his death causes 
general regret, Fuueéral from the St. 
James Episcopal church Friday, Feb- | 
runry 9, ai 2:30 p. m., and interment 
mn Forest cameteary, 









Oskaloosa Herald, February 15, 1900 


Cigar Manufactory. 


a price Of all the grades in market, and at aa 


ready at all times to vouch for ite quality. 
| PIPES @F EVERY DESCEIPTIO - 


square, {9d door south of Madison House, Oska- 
| lowes Lowa. 








desire to say to lovers of GOOD CIGARS, 
that I keep constantly on hand, of my own 


MANUFACTURE, 


ices ae can be sforded in the eity. 
I buy my tobacco in Eastern markets and am 


Dea'ere Wi Hed at ) | 
VHOLESALE RATEH. 
T have as immense etock of 
CIGAR HOLDERS, 
TOBACCO POUCHES, BOXES, &c. 
Call and examine my stock, east side public 





i FRED. BECEMAN. 





The Weekly Oskaloosa Herald, April 3, 1873 


Prep. BECKMANN, ‘Tobacconist, on the 
east side of the square, has recently been 
adding a car load of smokers’ tools te his 
before large stock. He has a great variety 
of pipes, including all grades from a com: 
mon clay to asplendid, pure meerschaum, 
and can satisfy any one. who can make a 
choice, from such a huge collection, To- 
bacco pouches and boxes of every. conceir- 
able shape, size and quality. Match safes, 
cigar holders, snuff boxes, &c. He -has a 
large Int of smoking tobacco—severa] bar- 
rels—which he will dispose of at bargains 
until Jan, 1, after which time, the addition- 
al revenue tax that will be assessed, will 
greatly increase. the price. Now: is the 
time for ‘Johnny Schmoker” to lay ipa 
supply. F rep. makes no chargefor look: 
ing around. Read his ad, (0-8-4 SOF 


Oskaloosa Herald, October 8, 1868 


— a on > Eo 


Fred Beckman continues very iliat 
his home on Sccond avenue ¢ast, and 
Saturday his condition was quile ser- 
ions. 

Oskaloosa Herald, March 30, 1899 
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M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


Diederick Beckman 


Factory No. 54, 4" District of lowa 


The M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory produced cigars from 
1869 to 1911. 


Diedrick Beckman was born in Tecklebarz, Prussia on 
March 13, 1841. He came to Oskaloosa, lowa in 1863 and 
went to work at his brother’s (Fred Beckman) cigar 
factory. In 1869 Diedrick opened his own cigar factory at 
214 S. Market Street, Oskaloosa, lowa. In 1891 he built a 
new two-story brick building for his factory. 


He manufactured several brands of cigars: Yours Truly, 
Sumatra, Cuban Rolls, Mahaska. 


The factory was located on South Market Street, one-half 
block from the square. In 1892, fifteen people were 
employed. 50,000 cigars a month were produced. 


1897 — Factory No. 62, employed five people. 


Diedrick Beckman died February 13, 1911. 


De es 


HEenre You AnE,—If the people in the 
city in general pe of improve- 
ment, Dedrick makes 4 fair 
proposition. If the city will build the 
much needed new city hall on their 
ground on the corper of ee aaa 
and Second avenue, Mr, will 
arechb anew two story brick cigar fac- 
tory on his adjoining lot. But this ia 
notall. Healso agrees to donate $50 


toward the new hall, Will we, or will 
wenot? 









——s 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, January 21, 1891 


AT Home—Dedridk Beckulan has 


moaved his cigar factory into his new 
brick building on South Market street, 
and is now comfortably located, 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, August 28, 1891 





"YOURS TRULY. 





Plonecr Cigar Maker of Oskaloosa. 





| iederiank Eeekman, wuroprietor oat 

‘the a. 7, Beckinan Clear Factory of. 
ir 
| 







Ushkslocea, 1 the ploweer tobaceonisti, 
of this se@elion Of Towa. JA epme to 
(Oskeluusn in 280) and went ta work: 
in the cigar factory operated by. a i 
brother, the late Pred Deckman. in: 
1s09 he engacer] in business for him- 
self, aml his factory fas been im .site-* 
eesstyl] operation ever since, The fac- 

tomy bas always Ween lovated in the 

Bame place, Sit south Marker, street, 


party th 


Init fur many yearg was operated in & 
primitive frame building. In 1894 
hi. Heckman ‘erected Uhre jiancdsome 
Eweoestors lariclk structure that is nov 
[he tome of his fine bukiness, ‘he 
three popular. brands of elrars made 
by Ai. Ticeltmain area: “Yourg ‘ruby,’ 
“wa Hols,” aul “Sumatra.” 


Oskaloosa Herald, January 28, 1905 
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AES ANUFACTORY te 
iug anew sign out in frovt the ae 
property, joining MeNeilan g bakety. bear- 

ing the baie 'M. J. Beckinan, cigar munu- 
factory, we stepped ip and fuund Deidr'eb 
Beckman, with sleeves rolled up, rolling 
ap the weed with such dexterity as fairly 


surprised us. Deidrich is known all over 
the country asa first class cigar maker. 


-A-ld to this the fact that he is working up 
a big lot of four year old tobacco, and our 
smokers may look for some geod cigars, 
when he puts them on the market. 





a 


Oskaloosa Herald, February 19, 1874 


«MJ. BEOEMAN 
bosiness. This factory is aibuated on 
South Market St, one-half block from 
the equare, Fifteen hands are constant- 
ly employed and the monthly output 
reaches 50,000. The goods for the great- 
ler part find consumption in Lows. 
| Preparations are almost completed for 
a0 increase lo the working force. When 
thia is done twenty-five to thirty labor- 
6ra will itd employment in his shop. 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, July 23, 1892 
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Beckman’s Union 








Oskaloosa Daily Herald, February 3, 
1906 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, March 3, 1906 


ot oo BH 18 


or 1 . = 
|S ee Ble 


r= 


a et ae Oe oT 


1 a 


Lai 


ee ee 


i | 


it oe Disdrick Beckmann. 


~ Bled, of ‘paralysis, after a lnger- 
lng dibicey through wlilet he bag. been! B 
almost helpless, ai ile . rosidence| 
aver 214 South Markel sitaet, at Bian 
obhoclk at. tu. Kfctday morning, Feb, 
14, 1811, Uledrick, Leckmann, aged 
Hl years And ti omonthea, Funeral 
Wroilniendny afiernogoi ad 8:30 at the] y 
MoAtiey Memorial Chapel, inter] |, 
nent In Forest comelery, 

Ploe decetdecd is. atirvived by the]. 
widow, Mrs, Mory J. Beckman, and]; 
wi ons gon, Wilinn 0D. Geckinan, | g 
wwtieet of the Deckmaii ofchdalro] p 
and direcior of the Jowa Bi'leade|, 
rel; by ot belted, aueuakh Beck- ct 
Inan, of Eannibal, Mo, two nilened,| p 
Kira. Lan Grown, Wo, ZO Thitd Ave-} | 
mic Ernst, and Mira, Molle Loel, oft 
Oltalema, atid] 2 nephew, Fred Aeck-|, 
main, Of New York Cily, 

Dedvick Peckmaitio Was alte of the], 


jaldesr buelioess men of Oskalooss 


HL ligh been tn continous Bustiers |, 
here iy ie mauitactura of clear] | 
alice 1875. whea he established of, 
Lugliesa of hig own. «He wae born) 
in ‘Trecklebarz, Prusela, Maren id, 
1441, aud lacked one month of ree) | 
ing lim seveniieth year, He came tay, 
Oskaloosa In the early wlxties. and, 
was ong af the Argh éigar taakera in 
ihe plica, Lelugz oamployed tin the 
factory of lis brolkier, Fred Beckman, 
Wwhh whom he worked for yorrs. 
Latter bo wel to Der Mohies, Whore: 
ie Woa In business for a brlef period, | 
rolariiing to Opgslogsa im. lava and), 
the Beckmanh igor factory la ly ox 
isicnee to thin day, The old man). 
whe whiely Known in and alout down] 
and ouly reeéntly’ was he eompelled, 
tg cease jis bivelnesa activllas onj 
account of the lnags whieh. came Unt 
cl hlm aithout warning. Hie Was | 
ranial, wholesouled character and a!. 
fricied woe companton for avaryone. s 
Ite liad abiding care in the ereed of] 
‘ive and let five!’ Me followed: the 
coutue of hls, ually, life ia an unob- 
trugive WEL}, UL. with the. persdover: 


‘}auce and vigor that permitted ‘him 


Lt indo lila own, Fie tras an old 
entdier mail a tmembersof Phil. hear 
toy Post G. A, R. 1 He enmbisted as..a 
pilvale ty Company “A .of the. 4Tth 
Towa Volunteers UU. &. AL ln May, 
(E64, was muslerad in at Davenpert|: 
abd rave one jmedred days’ service 
at Helona, Arkangas, Which was the 
terin of evllstrent for this pardleu 
lar tetredt, 


Oskaloosa Herald, February 16, 1911 
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Louise C. Beckman 


Louise Beckman manufactured cigars in Oskaloosa from 1880 to 1882. She was the daughter of Fred 
Beckman, Sr. and Elizabeth Beckman. 


Born 1857; Died 1927 

Married James L. Brown, Jr. in 1885. 
Music teacher in 1910-1915. 

Factory number 8, 4°” district of lowa. 


Two employees. 


Benton & Slammel 


William Benton and John Slammel were partners in a cigar factory in 1897. 


William E. Benton; born 1848; died 1925. He was a cigar maker in 1880. 















New cigar Factory, - 


ne TN meg RE Se 
pew firm that will etablish a festory 
in this clty about April 10th. | Wm. 
Benton and robecaongy nen the 
partners of te 
laooupy the rooms over the Hab cloth: 
log nonse on the norts nde oF He Pasty 
tl ieeprcde Both: young. OSD ‘haves 


i] r 
Ht Dor al 7 c et Saga ath tat 
t ee ee ee ee PP eo tr" aT AL : 
is fa #3: eae Myke er eh ee 
“OLY DAUEDET rie ee age ita eS 

: i pit Le are tit Thal a" a Ce 


y bie ee Ta lia ! = 


Oskaloosa Herald, April 8, 1897 








16 


T. J. Blackstone 


Factory number 133, 4" District of lowa 
T. J. Blackstone operated a cigar factory in Oskaloosa from about 1880 to 1890. 
Five people were employed at the T. J. Blackstone cigar factory in 1880. 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Blackstone’s Best, Proud Mahaska, Centennial, Frank’s No. 1. 


Born February 10, 1837 in Pennsylvania 
Died February 16, 1891 

Wife: Mary J. Threlkeld Blackstone 
1870 — farmer near Eddyville 


Civil War Veteran 
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William R. Campfield 


Born May 9, 1871 
Wife: Ellen N. Harris 
1892 — William Campfield was in partnership with Louis Frank. Cigar factory was on First Avenue West. 


Cigar manufacturer: 1893-1900. William Campfield opened a cigar factory of East First Avenue after his 
partnership with Louis Frank dissolved. 


1895 —W. R. Campfield went by “South Side Cigar Factory.” The factory manufactured the “Premium” 
brand of cigars. In 1896 the cigar and tobacco shop was remodeled. 


1897 —W. R. Campfield, factory number 258. Employed seven people. 
1900 William Campfield closed his cigar factory and moved to Montana. 
Cigar maker: 1910 — 1930 in Oskaloosa 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Premium, Miss Oskaloosa, Square Deal 


! 

© | 
2 
=] 


Strictly HighGrade 5c Cigar, 


|. >>—>-Sold by. All First Class Dealers.<—qqé | 
Manufactured By W.R.CAMPFIELD, ! ! ! 
South Side tlgar Pactory. 
ee SS ee - —— —_ — ———_— ! 








Square Deal cigars made by W. R. Campfield Cigar Co. 
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erry 

“4 py 
- a * 
ELS Ame, 
bed PF 
CEE 

Es 

= & 


SQUARE DEA IGARS 


MADE ee2€ 
BY HAND NO GRAFT 


| Made by W.R.CAMPFIELD. Oskaloosa lowa. 


PS ™ Ee re a tengo 








complied with all the 
i coufiored not to Use nis Box f 
th- Stamp thereon agaia por to remove 


~] Sex srithont Destroying sald stamp under 


<< 


sued by Law in such cases 


,— 


SHIRL PETIT LEE EA 


TI FISISSISISISS ISI SPL LS SLE AG SS SIPIITS 
wA\ . a ], - ae w ae as ~ ~~ / Xe a io ae A De — 


= a 





W.R. Campfield Cigar Co., Factory No. 59, State of lowa 
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Davis Brothers Cigar Factory 


Factory number 16, 4th District of lowa 
The Davis Brothers cigar factory was owned by William E. Evans, Jenkins Davis, and John Davis. 
The cigar factory was in operation from 1899 to at least 1911 or later. 


In 1901, the Davis Brothers cigar factory was located at 113 First Avenue West and employed nineteen 
people. 


In 1908, John Davis moved to Des Moines to take charge of the Des Moines branch of the business. 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Supreme Chancellor, La Pena, Arapahoe, Te-He. 





a = 4 





=o oe 


BRANCHING ODT. 





Davis Grow Euy au Larger and Baoiter 
Piuce lor Cigar Factory 


Davis Brothera have purchased the. - 
Property on the Bowery that haa © 
boused the “Greasy Spoon’’ chop 
house until last week when that in-. 
stitution closed its doors. The prop-— 
erty was porchased of Louie Eagle . 
for $6000.00. The plece will have . 
about $10 0.00 spentin the way of 
alterations and improvements to. 

jmake it the home of the Davia” 
Wholesale and retail oigar pReney: 
and the factory. 

The fsest retail department in thy 
olty will be made here and “‘a turkish. ; 
room will be fitted up for the benefit - 
of the customers and patrons of the . 
place who desire a lounging room,’ » 

Work of the improvements ‘will be « 

commecced immediately and the: 
Davis Brotheras will be in the location 
in about two weeks, : wae Supreme Chancellor, Davis Brothers Cigar Factory, 12 


cigars in box. Circa 1902 


Maners Greater OSkaloosa. U.S.A. 








Oskaloosa Herald, February 13, 1902 
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| DAVIS BROS, 


Hourth District, State of Towa. 


‘COE-—The Manufacturer of the Cigars he: | 


has complied with al the requirements of Jg 
30n 1s cautioned not to use either this box > 

sin, or the stamp thereon again, nor to remove jj 
f this box without Cestroying said Pe unt 
es provided by law in such cases. | 





Supreme Chancellor brand of cigars. Made by Davis 
Brothers. Circa 1902 


The Uiavis Brothers’ cigar fietory 
is to tndergo a big change. The fae 
tory which now ocettpies the down- 
elairs rooms will be taken Lo the sec: 
and story tuo seeure more reom and 
letter lieht. More men are to be peal 
my anal the fitst Caore has wat the mee: 
vasiry row to aecominlabte ther, 
The special reverie nin Wis ti the 
chy Friday for the purpose of making 
tle ehanges required and caring ter 
the severninent intrests. Phe firs 
lloor will be entirely remodeled and a 
set oul litliarad aid proud tadeles: will lee 
iustulled. The citar and tohuceu de 
partment will be enlarged and nade 
over and all af the wood work will he 
mhitde tir nniieh the tathles, The reom 
will be furnished for oan wWirto-diate 
cizur and resi room. A new steel ceil- 
ing will be one of the lesser improve 
nents ta le made. The work on the 
resnnideling of the place is to he com 
maenced linmediately, 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, August 7, 1909 





Davis Brothers Cigar Factory, 
Factory No. 16, 4" District of lowa 


a 





Supreme Chancellor, Davis Brother Cigar Co. - Box of 50 
cigars. Note the union label on the front of the box. This 
union label dates from 1898 to 1905. 
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Davis Brothers trade token good for one free 5 cent cigar. 


FACTORY NO. 16. 


Jno. W. Davis Opens Cigar Fac- 
tory No. 16-—4th District. 


4f-r OTH 


John W. Davis hasteased the sopth 
half of the Beadle building and open- 
ed therein a cigar factory which will 
be known as factory No. 16, of the 
4th district of lowa: For the present 
at least Mr. Davis will have no ratai) 
department, but will give entire at- 
tention to the wholesale and jobbing 
trade. He will make a specialty of a 
few brands and will push them to 
success and popularity. Mr. Davis 
is a Mahaska raised boy and bas al- 
ways been a hard \ orker,and deserves 
success in his new venture and this 
| hesurely will attain. For some months 
. past he has been on the road fora 
‘cigar house, and the experience thus 
‘obtained has given hima knowledge 
of the wants of swokers that will 
‘prceve valuable to bivn.jn catering to 
the we its of his trade. 





Oskaloosa Thursday Herald, April 25, 


1899 


A TIN PACKAGE 25 CIGARS—FOR SALE 
BY ALL GEALERS., 


THE QUALITY 5-C ENT CIGAR 
Not aia to Death, 


Arapahoe cigar ad from the Oskaloosa Daily Herald, 


December 27, 1905 





6” Metal Tip Tray from Davis Brothers Cigar 
Factory 








22 


Earl Ferree Cigar Co. 


The Earl Ferree Cigar Factory operated from 1907-1910. 


1900 — cigar maker 
1907 — Earle Ferree started a cigar factory at his residence, 529 North C Street. 
1910 — Earl M. Ferree closed cigar manufacturing business at 212 B Avenue West. 


Brand of cigars manufactured: Big Chief 


Born June 16, 1875 
Died May 2, 1958 


Wife: Amanda Gable Ferree 





BIG GHIEF GIGAR 


MANUEACTURED BY EARL FERREE 
lam giving you one of the largest and 
Best Sc Gisars on the Market 
Notice on inside of Bip Chief band for a 
FREE BOA OF TWENTY-FIVE CIGARS 

















Oskaloosa Daily Herald, August 13, 1909 
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Louis Frank Cigar Co. 


Louis (“Louie”) Frank operated a cigar factory in Oskaloosa at 222-224 First Avenue West from 1885 until 
about 1894. Before opening his own cigar factory, he worked as a cigar maker (1880). 


Louis Frank was briefly in partnership with Will R. Campfield in 1892. Their cigar factory employed six 


people and produced 25,000 cigars a month. 
Brand of cigars manufactured: Si/ver & Gold 


Born in Germany in 1838. 


| Frank's —Continously since 
| LET Louis lag been personally 
‘@ngaged in the cigar business in thts 
city, uod he will be found at his old 
place—222,224 Virst Avenus west, far 
any, Pay rests more, with the ‘best 
ods andan e2rmest desire to pleuse, 
wan cae same old brands uhat be has 
built up by their excellence in every 
war. The business is again wholly 
wuder his managment See dissélulion 
DOLL else where- 


Oskaloosa Herald, February 16, 1893 


= We AF Tilmantatinas 
"5 Notlee of Dtasolution: 22222. | 










Pr the 00-0 Eahig heretofore” sxiing } 
waen ni nfie'd } 
under ihe firm name Bat ro. & Cop at 





kolooss, Towa, BE Nos, 222 ond 224 First, 
Tamiaen wast,’ ab manufacturers: of, slaaas 
and tobaccos-and dealers fn‘clgara-anu-to- 
bacaod;-i5 this: dey. dissolved: by 2autnal 
qpusent EAL DIE ae anid nm ate ta be 
ni. 2. : 
Fe Gam = emipield Axa soc tee ‘BL Iebitities’ of-thy 
i So ane ia Pay ple 
als abeoition Deli mad in! inocont : 
ance. with our written, contracts, ant 
“pated ganuery.s S18, ABW: a 
goat ptiahan eaeacta Ue Baer i 














Another veteran manufacturer is 
LOUIS FRANE, . 

who opened agshopon West High St, 
Woeo Usksaloosa Wad Btarcely out oz 
her ‘teens, From that day to this he 
has continued in the businessio various 
locations, aupplying the trade with 
gooda of more than ordinary excellence. 
To-day “Louie” is in partnership with 
Will R. Gampileld, a young business 
man of much enterprisa and push, 
There factory 16 sitnated on Firat Ave. 
W. At present they employ aix banda, 
and rend out mouthly 26,010 cigars. In 
a faw weeks thelr force and output 
wWiil ba doubled, 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, July 23, 1892 





ESS 


COMME OrD,-—- Work was beguo Wed- 
nesday morning on relitting the Soy- 
der building on First Avenue rr 
for the new cigar shops of Louisa 
acd Will Osmpfeld.. 


mae 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, June 8, 1892 
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Fred Garner 


Fred W. Garner manufactured cigars in the basement of his home at 302 North C. Street, Oskaloosa, 
lowa from 1909 to 1910. 


In 1910, he merged with the lowa Cigar Company. 


Brand of cigars manufactured: Si/ver & Gold 


A new cigar factory has been atart- 
ed in Oskatoosa, Fred Garner, a 
well known clgar maker, having made 
the necessary arrangements with the 
fovernment, has opened a shop inthe 
hasement of his residence No, 302 
North © street. Me is making twol 
brands of five cent goods and is pre- 
paring to revive the old time favorite, 
"Silver & Gold” a brand of high grade 
ten cent goods th ‘nade popular 
locally by Louls : along in the 
pightles, Mr. Garner folietted orders 
for the first ime Monday and he mec 
With encouragement everywhere, llst- 
uc business: euangh to keep his far- 
tory busy fer several weeks. Heo will 
add help as his Wusiness increases, 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, April 13, 1909 


William J. Harney 


William “Willie” Harney began his career making cigars in the Beckman shops. He then worked for five 
years in Sam Loeb’s cigar factory. In 1905 Willie Harney opened his own cigar factory. He manufactured 
cigars in Oskaloosa from 1905-1924. In 1908 his cigar factory was at West First Avenue, then moved to 
411 High Avenue West, and finally to 125 N. Market St. He had three employees in 1906. 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Monarch 5 cent straight, E/ Acumo, Mohawk. 


Willie Harney lived in Oskaloosa all his life. He was born February 1879 and died May 26, 1943. He was 
married to Bertha A. Olson. Father: William H. Harney. Mother: Margaret May McQuillan. His death 


certificate lists his occupation as a “painter.” 





NEW CIGAR FACTORY. 





W. J. Harney Launches in Business 
For Himeéelf, 





Wd. Harney, for toe past five years 
ah employe of the Sam Loeb clear fac- 
Itory, amd well known through his work 
) in the retal, department of that store, 
| has launched into business for himselt 
and has opened a cligar factory on 
i West First avenue, in the Zane build- 
ling, oceupled in days agone by the 
Oskaloosa Journal, 

Mr. Harney has opened his factory 
in a modest way and will enlarge as 
the business warrants, At first he 
will make only one clear, the Mohawk, 
a clzar made to he permanent, and 
which from its quality he hopes will 
win & permanent place in the hearts 
of local smokers. Other brands may 
in the future be adiled. 

Mr. Harney 1s a cigar maker of fit: 
teen years’ experience. He lenrned 
his trade in tue Yeckman shops tu 
this city, and has been a valtied ¢m: 
pDloye in several local ahops, He will 
undonbtediyiwin the success tor which 
he is qualified with his new elgar, 
which will be marketed by him only 
to the retallers. 





Oskaloosa Daily Herald, December 
27,1905 


Fieceives Havana. 

The Willian Harney cigar factory 
Thursday reeelyved a luale of genuine 
Iduyvenie tolaieeo etirect from the inp 
parler fur the filler ef the El Aeuma 
cigar which is creating much favorable 
talk about tawn. Go down lo the fac 
tary, No. Atl tligh avenue, und sce 
what the real thing looks like. The 
toliacca is ™ Santa Clara province, 
Cul. ' 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, October 26, 1907 


HARNEY SELLS SHO? 


GEORGE SPARKS TAKES -OVER 
CIGAR FACTORY BUSINESS. 
[30-4 CD 
George Sparks has purchased stock. 
unmanufactured material and business 
'of William Ifarney, Oskaloosa cigar 








ees with factory at 207 Migh Ave., 
W. and the shops have been consolr- 
dated. 
Mr. Harney, has accepted a posieion:) 
| ton the road with a hardware house, | 
ana will handle automobile accessories. 
{He has been mannfacturing cigars in 
| Oskaloosa about 23 years, since about 
, 1905 or 1906 when no less than 9 shops 
were in operation in the city. The 
' closing of the Harney shop leaves only | 
‘three names in thé manufacturing list , 
today, William Campfield, George 
Sparks and George [ritz. 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, January 
30, 1929 








26 


J. W. Hetherington & Co. 


J. W. Hetherington & Co. manufactured cigars from 1888-1914. 


Brands of cigars manufactured: /n the Soup, Skinny, Nisita, Monarch 


1888 —J. W. Hetherington & Co., 415 West High Ave. — factory No. 202, 4" district of lowa —John 
Hetherington and Leo Roenspiess 


1892 —J. W. Hetherington & Co., High Ave. — employed 25 people — produced up to 120,000 cigars a 
month. 


1894 — 219 West High Street 
1897 — Employed seven people 


1900 - J. W. Hetherington built a new cigar factory and outbuildings on his property on North G Street. 


John Hetherington was born September 1865 and died on June 7, 1933. He was married to Emma 
Nicholson Hetherington. 


John Hetherington had an ice cream store in 1930. 








7) 
“4 “SKINNY 
is guaranteed to be HAND-MADE, and LONG HAVANA FIL- 
LER. A ten cont Cigar for Five Oonts. TRY IT, 


Made by J, W. Hetageixeron & Oo. 





Oskaloosa Daily Herald, June 24, 1892 
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agiith Wy & &-Saaman. & Co. 


4 


UO. 





Z Square ° 


- SN ee 





In the Soup cigars manufactured by J. W. Hetherington & Co. 
This cigar box dates to about 1883. 
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In the Soup cigars. J. W. Heatherington & Co., Factory No. 202, 4th District of 
lowa 





The Hetherington Cigar Factory receipt. 
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J. W. DETHERINGTON & GO, 

at present occupy a building on High 
aveuue West and have ou the pay rull 
twanty-five names, ‘The number of 
cigars manufactured monthly reaches 
120.000, ‘There is in course of erection | 
for this orm a naw factory, situatad on 
High avenues west, one and one-half 
blocka west ofthesquare, The factory 
will oecupy thea entire building,—two 
floors and basément. The foroe wili be 
increased to 86 workmen, and the out- 


ANEW CIGAR = | 


Bridges Building Will be Remodeled |’ 
for Hetherington. 












One thousand eciiaee: will be speiit | 
between now and the first or “April ‘| 
in preparing a new home for John} 
Hetherlogton's cigar factory, and a 
general salesroom and tobaccanists’ 
shop. ; te . 
The new place wil be in the. James 
Bridges building cn West i Aye- 


| 
I 
J 


nue, recently occupied the 
Sparks meat market. wa atin 
front of the building wlll be rebulit]' 
and the interior. modernized In every’ 
way. Work on the improvement was, 
‘hurried rapidly through to comple- 
'tion, S. B. Sinclair has the contract 
and according to the terms must hav 


time. 
The rebuilt front will be fitted: with 


handsome pattern. 
walls will be hutg in tapestries. 


| will be done with the purpose.of giv- 


Mr. Hetheringten may well be -prouu. 


to the city in order (mat he mety con- 





business. 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, March 16, 1905 


| 


commenced this morning and will be 


his work completed in the ayepieee : 


modern new show windows in plate:: 
glass, with prism glass above. The} 
interior of the building wilit be finish- }- 
‘ed in oak, with oak ‘fixtures ‘of “af. 
AN ornamental) 
steel ceiling will be installed, and thre [ 


The entire fitting out of tae room | 


ing to his patron smokers .a:hand-|. 

some place to stop, and. one.; fitted! 
; with every comfart and convenience. | 
‘It Will be a business place of which : 


Tne factory and business: place “ot |' 
Mr: Hetherington has been on North|: 
G street at his residence, where he|! 
WEE. conduct'ng a wholesale factory |. 
jonly,” Mr. Hetherington now. conies |. 


duct a retail as well as a wholesale| 





put of cigars increased in proportion. 
Oskaloosa Daily Herald, July 23, 1892 


The Hetherington Store. 


John Hetherington inaugurates the 


removal of his tobacconist: shop to his 
new location on High avenue west by 
putting up a handsome illuminated 
street sign. The mow furniture and 
€xtures are being set up and Mr.Heth- 
erington ‘expects to be in his new, 
place within. a ‘short time. 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, April 25, 1905 


New House and Shop. 


J. W. Hetherington has built a 
new residence property at the corner 
Of G street and O avenne and re- 
; moved into the same. The house 
comprise: five rooms and was erected 
by Will Woodruff. . Mr.; .Hethering- 
ton has alse srectedj'a shop on the 
same lot for the manufacture of ci- 
gars, moving thither the shop that he 
‘Das on High avenueeast over the 
Hub clothing store... The value of 
the improvement is in tha neighbor- | 
hood of $1,50v. | ; 
Andy Wym ire has erected a new. 
barn on his proverty on G avenue 
west, ab &: «+ xpense of about $100. 
The Chas West property on North 
Market sir eat, thet wna damucod he 
| fire on the night of January “tat, ig 
being rehwilt, and thea e« — of sale 
| will reach about $! JUG, 


bee 


February 8, 1900 


30 


Higlin Cigar Factory 


Higlin (Higlin Brothers) Cigar Factory — 1897 to 1908. 
Factory No. 288. 
Two employees in 1897. 


1898 — Moved into new quarters for cigar factory. Also sell tobacco, fruit, and confectionery store in 
High Ave. West. 


1907 — Made improvements and additions to cigar factory at North C Street. 


Brothers: Will Higlin and Fred (“Fritz”) F. Higlin. 
William (Will) F. Higlin: Born 1870; Died 1911 


Fred (Fritz) Higlin: born 1873 


Father: John Higlin IN NEW QUARTERS. 


Mother: Amy Higlin , 
F. F. Higlin Removes to hie New 
Store On High Avenue 
Weeat. 


EF. F. Higiin mor?d into his new to- 
bacco, frait and confect'onery etore on 
High avenue weet Monday, and is now 
at home lu bis cozy qGsrters. 

The Higitos baye built up a profit- 
able bneineea aming ts and ara teday 
in a brick business honee of good dl 
mentions. They began their beelness 
with a mere pop-comn stand that etood 
just weet of the Holt & Chew grocery. 
Buelnese was good and littie by ttle} 
their stock waa increseed until latger 
quarters were necessary, Then the 
stand was enlarged, flrat cne way and 
then another untilit ts quite a bulld- 
ing and sheltered more business than 
one man could take care of, and addi- 
tional clerka were hited. A cigar fac- 
tory wae added and prospered, and this 
Js what goes intothe new place. Wa 
like to see Oskaloosa people succes. 
“Not coeeds like- succesa” jand 
Fritz Is enjoying the same. 


Oskaloosa Herald, December 22, 1898 
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| HIGLIN.—Died, at his home , No. 
as? It avenue west, at 7:20) o'clock, 
siturday morning. Mareh 11, 1931. 
Wlllfam Frederick Higln, aged 46 
voats, 1 month and 12 days, Wruneral 
from the Episeopal church, al. 2:30 
o'clock p. m., Sunday Mareh 12. [n- 
ferment in Farest cemetery. 

The deceasod hes been il) & nh: 
pber of weeks, He contracted 2 severe 
cold during the early winter and stub- 
boernlY fought against the attendant 
iilness Without medical attention wilt 
til compelled to take to his bed. 
‘Preumonia developed and for days 


[hia Ife hung in the balance. Thetr . 


followed a nervous plysical collapse 
calsing & decline which the patent. 
hal no strength to combat. Will Hig- 
lie was well known about town as & 
tncinber of the cigar manufacturing 
fra of Higlin Drethers and was 


popular voung lfellaw in his eirele of. 


‘aequaintances. He leaves a father 
i aia mother, Mr. and Mrs. John fF, 
'Higlin, now In Los Angeles for thelr 
health, thtee brothers, Fred, Charlea 


F., of this cily, and Frank, of Los | 


Abgeles, and two sisters, Mises Patl- 
ling and Loulse, niso of Los Angeles. 


‘The family has the aympathy of . 


‘friends In their bereavement. 


William Higlin, Obituary. Oskaloosa Herald, 
March 16, 1911 
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William F. Hinesley 


Will Hinesley was a cigar manufacturer from 1882 — 1900. 


Factory No. 34, 4" District of lowa; Factory No. 47, 4°" District of lowa. 


Brands of cigars manufactured: E/ Soneta, Ideal, Dona Ana, M.C., Hinesley’s Best, None Better, Oskaloosa 
Pet, Comet, Snow Drop, Lone Chief, Wellington, 47 Special, Gold Medal, High Grade, Sweet Rose, Riley’s 


Leader, U. R. K. of P. 


In 1892 the Will F. Hinesley factory employed 35 people and manufactured 140,000 cigars a month. 


The factory was located at 119 East High Avenue on the north side of the square. 


William Hinesley moved to Missouri in 1900. 


Born 1857 

Died 1928 

Wife: Ida Jane Kemble 
Father: James 


Mother: Hannah 









407 108 4 


‘SEE on 
UNION 


HUMWOER @NE AOOGF. 


i 7O7 ° 0F# Wi 
Crrr Ai. Bt TOT, NTENANIGL BLOCK. 


On High ayecue may ba found three 
larga and prospercus factories, The 
famous “47” factory of 

WILL F, HINESLEY 
is widely known. This factory now 
smploye 4) people and produces month- 
ly 140.000 cigars, The factory le situat- 


ed on the north sida of the square. It” 


occupies the crowud floor and presenta 
a aceoe that nodoubtedly rivala a baa 
hive, The Hinesley trade is, for the 
greater part, in the state, bub many 
gooda go beyond the boundaries. The 


'tradeis increasing and an increase in 


trade is slweyas equivalent to an in- 


crenae in force. Going down High 
AVeoie we come to the factory of 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, July 23, 1892 






7 19 1 
"BL OCK. 


1885 Oskaloosa Map Showing Hinesley Cigar Factory 
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The ‘stiles room of the William F. Hinesley Cigar Store in 1892. Tt was locale on nthe) sepend thor ks 
High Ave. E. William Hinesley was the son of James W. Hinesley, who came to Mahaska County i 
James served as one of the areas first assessors and constables. In 1863 he was elected county sheriff an 
held the post until 1874, In 1878 he became Justice of the Peace. His son William F. moved to Oskaloosa 
in 1866. He married Ida J. Kemble of the Kemble Nursery family. Before 1882 he started his cigar 

on the west side of the square near Ist Ave. He moved to the pie uw 

there until closing the store in the 1890’s. Es 









47 Special manufactured by W. F. Hinesley Co., factory number 47, 4th district of 
lowa. Circa 1883 


ed location in the mid 1880’s.and rema ine qd 
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End label of 47 Special cigar box. 





W. F. Hinesley Co., Factory No. 47, Fourth District, State of lowa 


| M. 0, the best 10c cigar in town, 


Oskaloosa Evening Herald, August 29, 1894 


A Cuntoarrty.-W. F. Hinesley has 
secured the services of a curiusity to 
advertise his business, It isan Indian 
of ghost-like palenese. The great Ma- 
jority of the raca have oopper-oolored 
akina, but this one has acom plexion of 
almost anowy whiteness LEAK Cit 





Oskaloosa Weekly Herald, July 7, 1892 


Advertisement for Gold Medal cigars, 
W. F. Hinesley Co. 


aE. LO i fs 2 =< = 


wt SMOKE f= =- 
- <<PHE FOLLOWING BRANDS OF CIGARSS> 


Osx OOsA, TOwWwWA. 


ae OE hag a Sweet Rose, 
UU. Ree ore. 


—AND— 


High Grade, 
~.Gold Medal, 


q Mig &, ” 
~ | ‘ . 7 
oe ort ee i a ’ 
Per e & Lyman Pub. Ge Chica. 


= —Pershin 





W. F. Hinesley advertising card. Printed by 


Pershing & Lymann Pub. Co., Chicago 





| “NUMBER 47.”— One of the establish- 
}mernis engaged in manufacture, em- 
ploying a very consiierable body of 
men is “Number 47°-- Will Hinesley’s 
tobacco house. Some years ago he 
opened out his establishment in a very 
quiet way, and with but small stock. 
Then he gave the strictest attention to 
the building up of the business, and 
making it what it should bo. The 
present establishment, with its com- 
plete stock ii every department, its 
crowded manufacturing room, its large 
jand constantly increasing ‘business, is 
the best comment on Mr, Hinesley’s 
success a8 a prudent and careful busi- 
ness manager. He has made 4 fine 
reputation amoung the smokers by the 
excellence of his goods, and his trade 
covers a large field which is constantly 
extending. When he can not manu- 
facture tobacco for use, such as plugs, 
cuts and smokivg, his special brands 
are mide to his order, by the great 
factories elsewhere, but in which order 
only the best goods are used. The tobac- 
co trade and habit is large, and “N umber 
4¢"—whicb is the Internal Revenue 
number for the factory--is meeting all 
demands with a fairness that has made 
ceitain the reward of the gentleman 
who directa it. The users of tobacco 
evidsitly appreciate the good goods 
made and handled by Mr. Hinesley, the 
evidence of which is seen at his factory 
avery hour. 5~264-%7 o7T#H 


Oskaloosa Thursday Herald, May 26, 
1887 





The Wellington Cigar, W. F. Hinesley Cigar Co. 
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Charles E. Howar Co. 


203 High Avenue West, Oskaloosa, lowa. 

Factory No. 205, 4" district of lowa 

Charles Howar manufactured cigars in Oskaloosa from 1888 to 1910. 
1892 — thirteen people employed producing 35,000 cigars a month 


1897 - C. E. Howar, two factories: factory No. 57 for manufacture of smoking tobacco; Factory No. 205 
for cigar manufacturing. Seven men are employed. 


1900 — employed 15 people. 


After 22 years under one management, the Howar Cigar Factory was sold to Frank E. Nowels in January 
of 1910. Mr. Nowels will operate the business under the name of “The C. E. Howar Cigar Company.” 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Wild Cat, Gold Medal, Supreme Judge, Eight Hours, Don Gusto, John 
Clayton. 


Charles E. Howar: Born September 6, 1865 
Died June 4, 1911 


1900 cigar manufacturer 


C. E. Howar, 203 High 
Avenue West is the store 
with the awning in front. 


Circa 1892. 
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Olgar Waaifackures and J obber iin 
Pipes and 'Tobnecos © 


C, E. Howar, the cigar manufacturer, 
has been. in business - in this city since 


1888 and ‘in his present location, --203. 


High’ avenue West, since 1890. He 
manitfactures a full line of 5 and 10 
cent cigars and make a specia] run on 
‘the’ “Gold Medal” and “Supreme 
Judge,” 5 ‘cent -cigars, which Jines- he 
has been manufacturing for about ten 


‘years, and which he liberally advertises. 
Both. have proven extremely popular 
sellers. Al] of Mr. Howar’s goods are 
“union made” and he employs about 15 


‘people. "He also carries a full ine of } 


“smokers: sundries, tobacces, pipes, ctc., 
and has a very fine display of gents’ 
walking. sticks.’ Mr, Howar is a thor- 
oughly practical man in his line and 1n- 
derstands every, branch of the business. 


Oksisess Herald, July 11, 1900 


Llawsar Bros Jinve 


“Charles 1, MWewnr was one of the 
boat known youne neh ghoul low, 
He was on suecessful litsiness man, o 
pullie apirlted cltlzan, prominent 4o- 
elully, a mnember of several frulerne) 
nrders and iw fellow Jiked by ove 

ang who knew hin. Ha was founder 
af the Mowar Cigur (netory and bual- 
ness, Which he managed fram tt small 


beginning in 1888 wirlil th hid entirely 


culgrewny is quarters, Tho busliese 
wits purchased by tho raul Nowels 
eéympuny in ides af 10, Chas, 24. 
Hownr and hls brolher, WIL Howar, 
rotlving fram aethve busliese, The 
oceased has served as city treasurer 
of Ovltaloosa and randcred exucllent 
setvieo In the eify counetl, Ilo wos 
president uf the Osttnlowsa ase Hall 
Asuoriation throligh a aumber of yonre 
when Chikaloosn bad a tein fp the ole 
WA League, He was a oliarier ict 
ber of Wie Gakaloasi lallts, wid inter 
ésled in (le Bhone Ttnidhig eampany. 
lic wus alsu a meiner at tla Eygles, 
anf om Pythian ond kad meombersh{p 
iii olber fraternal orgunivationes, Uhre 
Minera, Was nder the naunplees of the 
Jo)Kx, 


Oskaloosa Herald, June 8, 1911 


established a cigar 


manufactory on west High street. Read 
advertisement fd call on them for a good 
smoker. “*#A% 41525 CO tit fF 


Oskaloosa Weekly Herald 
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Gold Medal brand of cigars manufactured by the Charles E. Howar 
Cigar Co. Circa 1898. Photo courtesy of the Mahaska County 
Historical Society. 
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A HORSE ON HOWAR.| 


Or Rather One in Hie -Olgar 
Le TS lceal Btore. 


EQUINE SURPRISE PARTY 


sh tne ae ghey is Bde 

See Sa 

Pashes Both Doors” Open: and 
‘Oalle for a Gold: Medal. 










— _ ta =—m — = i a 


| Thoreday night about 6:40 Dan Ha- 
wairth’s buggy horee whe knows a good 
thing when it eééa it,wantinto Howar's 
clear factory at 203 High avenue weer 
rather apceremeniously, and whoeling 
about faced the show case containing 
thelr leading aigar, the Gold Medal and 
patiently awaited the sarvice of the 
clerk. 

| This leona aide of the etory, anolher 
ona runs like thin Mr. Viola Mera 
dith aod Migs Mabel Haworth were ont 
Hdicg with Dan Bawarth’s horee end 
dieiah. Coming op High avenue the 
hore became frightened and unruly 
{t started to jump and Kick and ene- 
ceeded in badly wrecking the sleigh, 
Mise Hawarth jamped out and Mere 

ith finally lost control of the horde. 
By thia thme the animal wae onder full 
apeed and starting diagonsily across 
the etreat could not turn nor alack op 
motll it bad gone pell mall inte 
Howar's dlpar factory, Uf sprang the 
locks and buteted open both doors, 
bréating out the ble plage in the eat 
door, Asit entered one shaft atrack 
the irom poet and other the window 
gill, thue tearlog oway most of the bar- | 
veeed and what waa leftof tha sleigh, 

| Io entering the Loree cut ite noae bad-— 
ty, bat escaped farther injury. Atkar 
It had gotten entirely toate ib tamed 
| around amd ston with ite head hang 
lng over the show os9a—fe “odlm as a 
oucnm hr.” 

The surprise occasioned the inmates 
of the store, moet be imaged ag It oan | 
not be folly desoribed, At the aame 
time ton, Mra, Hower waa entertaining 
‘|a pomber of lady friends and they 
Haneht tha world wan aerale eardnw 

Oskaloosa Evening Herald, 


February 12, 1897 


[SS a A SS. SS Se a 








C. E. Howar Factory No. 205, 4th District of lowa 





Supreme Judge, C. E. Howar, manufacturer. 
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This fancy cigar box might have been a presentation box by the C. F. 
Howar Co. 


— een. 
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Inside view of "presentation box" by the C. F. Howar Co. 
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The union label on the front of this cigar box dates it from 1908 to 1912. The 
pasted-on paper "notice" is before 1910. Therefore, this cigar box was made in 
1908 or 1909. 
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C. E. Howar Cigar Co. 
trade token. Good for 
one 5 cent cigar. 














CHRISTMAS SEASON 1897 
errr CE HOWAR, 


We heave all the ftaoer 






WE snow 
A Larger ¥Yaricly 
al sly kere! 
AQEICIES sapoelill 
adapted to she picker! 
Dbristwas tla any other . | 
atore in Lhe alty, Meaaer- 
‘eoboum Fipea, plain and 
gold gles cota irae 
‘lpes, palo 20 Theo- 
ned aod with or without 
coe, “lear Holders of all 


Trermcls oF Saber bige “Pokies. 
de 


Tile Sx cipee, 
Curoall Mixture, 
Tuy hay eg Pact Line, 
Cums. Mixture, 
Myaryiaade Chul Mixtare, 
Gallic. Sogot se 
Tne MIXture, 


Nur Cut. kinds from the chegpest to 
‘died dee Bagel Flash, the bilpltaut pricad. "Every 
t oo é BTbioie bs rent merch oo 
Tipit ntl Tn, intringla valie,—io Clara 
LE Nin 2093 High Ave Wrat Weare the largest dealers 


Bod our prioas ara lower, 
mush jJower, than same 
quuliiies aro eld olaowhoere 





noi other Fororite barns. 
Bel PL : 


AAPA ARAAAA 


Oskaloosa Evening Herald, December 15, 1897 
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C. E. Howar Cigar Co. novelty advertising 
calendar for February 1911. 


The inscription reads... 


“Smoke 
Eight Hours 5¢ cigar 
Don Gusto 10¢ 
Mfg. by C. E. Howar Co. 
Oskaloosa” 


HOWARS SELL BUSINESS 


F. E. Nowels Purchases Their 
, Store and Factory. 
ae |-3 49/0 


« ater a successful ibusiness exisit- 











jence af twenty-two years, tthe ‘Chas. 
|. Howar Cigar Factory and retail to- 
‘bacco stcre passes into «ther hands, 
savie having been mae to Frank €. 
| Nowels amd possession given this 
‘imorming, Monday, “January 3, 1910. 
The old name is retained, hawever, 
and ‘he new administration commenc- 
ed ‘nsiness under dhe name of "The 
S KK. Howar Cigar Qoarpany.” . 

Tae dactery is to have some big 
changes imimediaiely, to accommodate 
Je grow wa of tive business and to do 
away with crowded conditions. The. 
manufacturing decartment is’ toa be 
weken from its Hmived quarters to over 
No. 207 tligh aveuue west. ‘The old 
sive ts ito be made Grer and remod- 
eled. dt wil have a modern front. 
Dhe sales department will be improv- 
alo wi new furniture aid new fix- 
tures. Te space now «ccupied hy the 
factory depargment will be used for 
slorage purposes. 

The history of the Chas. Howar 
cigar ‘business reais like a good stoty 
anil every'body likes to hear of a suce- 
cezaful business. The factory :was 
siusned September 6, 1888, the anniver- 
sary o? dhe birth of (. E. Howar. A 
emul factory was opened upstairs at 
wae rear of the building, now the 
home of the Wattan Cloubing Compa 
ny. The litle factory was success ul 
fiom the start. The factopy Was mov- 
el toa Jocation on First avenue west, 
near the old Horve Kngiand livery oa: 
ible. (Man after man was added until 
janucher imecrease was necessary. C.} 
E. Hewar moved this factory to the 
‘present Igcation im 189). Tt was here) 
una the ‘Gold ‘Medal” cigar gave o 
ithe factory a dame that has reached 
‘imio all parts of the state, Pre fae- 
‘uary ds sere head a steady and a ve} 
i markwale grown une doday about 
‘rweoteefive aiwkers a:c enppler sd. 
iTive Hawar cigar business has doe’ 
imuch to advertise the nanre of Oska- 
(log. abroad and it has tarned thous 
-aucks ef dollats into the current of ic ; 
ical itade, All but one ct the makers | 
huw Caryploscd are married and 4 
have homes, wany owning their ow 
c-ropervies. The factory lias reached 
, OLIL UBtO other fields and ‘has brought. 
igacd money to Oskaloosa which ‘has 
been turned into the business of the 
leisy. The output of this factory for 
iche year 1909 was one million cigars, 
a figure scG.nenwhat difficult ito compre- 
hend. The output cof tie factory this 
year wil! be in excess of that figure. 

In the reorganization of the business 
(FP. Kk, Mowels ttakes up the business 
lwhers Messrs. Oharles BE and Will 
litqwur bave heft . The personne! 
cf th. factory remains the same as 
‘uuder ithe Lowar regime. John Fitz, 
| gerald, who has been in tae enrploy ox 
‘ine place for a term of wwelve years, 
/wel remait as manager of the busi: 
/ness-and will have charge of the out- 





tor local solicitations and business: 
'Tne factory of “Don Gusta,” “John 
Ciayton,” “Eight Hours,” and the“Golkt 
Medal.” all well known ‘brands will he 
movell as coon as possishbl, to the new 
Pquaiers which will accomodate fifty 
rr amore workers ws required, im 3 
| begat well ventilalesai poom, 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, 
January 3, 1910 


x 
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BRANDED CIGARS. 





Chas. Howar, the Enterprising Manu- 
facturer Introduces Innovation. 





Chas. Howar, Oskaloosa’s enterpris- 
ing cigar dealer, is today turning out 
his cigars with the name branded on 
the wrapper, just as some of the fancy 
eastern goods come to the consumer 
here. The name “Gold Medal” is 
branded or punched on the side of the 
cigar. It gives the goods a splendid 
appearance and makes a very neat ad- 
vertisement. It is a peculiar pleasure 
to smoke a cigar taat has the name 
thus branded on the side. A customer 
nine times out of ten will buy a cigar 
that is thus branded in preference to 
one that does not have the name 
stamped. He always looks for the 
stamped name. And besides if a man 
smokes the Gold Medal when the 
name is branded in the side he knows. 
he is smoking a Gold Medal cigar and 
not something else that the clerk has 
handed him. If a friend hands you a 
cigar the stamp is a guarantee of its 
genuineness. 

The machine that does the branding 
work looks something like a sewing 
machine and works about like one. 
The letters that make the name are 
little brass type. They are heated by 
gas and the letters are partly stamped ~ 
and partly burned into the wrapper of 
the cigar. The machine has capacity 
of forty thousand cigars a day. 

The name will be stamped on the 
“John Clayton” and the “Gold Medal 
brands of cigars and the first of the 
stamped ‘goods were placed on sale to- 
day. It is a little surprise that Mr. 
Howar is springing on his customers. 
Both of the cigars are remarkably pop-. 
ilar and are known all over this part 
of the state. The stamping of the 
‘brand in the side will make them more 
popular and better sellers than ever 
before. Mr. Howar is the first manu- 
facturer to bring the system of stamp- 
ing the cigars to this part of the coun- 
try and he will certainly reap the 
reward that his enterprise and energy 


deserve. Toff fo 'o 2 eDd/¢ 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, February 10, 
1903 


CIGAR FACTORY MOVED. 

32 6-la 

Manufaciurisg Denartmert of Howar 
Cigar Store. Enleged. 





msn 0 (4 
The Howar. clpar factory is being 
moved into Its new quarters over the 
Mendenhall saloon, No, 20t High 
Ave, West. The room Was been made 
over and aceouimodations placed for 
the increased capacity, The new 
shop is Hightier and better than in 
the former focgtion and has better 
ventilation. The work. of removal 
will ocenpy aw couple of days and the 
fe dory:foree will probably not work 
fn the new place before Monday. 


‘The Howar store, under the new 
proprietor Mer. Frank i.’ Nowels, fs to 
he much daiproved. A new front. will 
be putin and the interior made over 
and changed in various ways. The 
work will be commenced within a 
short tine. 


Oskaloosa Weekly Herald, March 
26, 1910 


Tombstone of Charles E. Howar. 
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lowa Cigar Company 


The lowa Cigar factory was located on the second floor of the building at 219 High Avenue West, 
Oskaloosa, lowa. 


Harry Billick was the proprietor. Fred Garner was a partner in the business. 


The lowa Cigar Company started in 1910. The cigar factory was short-lived. 


Fred Garner moved to Oskaloosa from Nevada, lowa to work at Howar Cigar Shop in October of 1903. 


low Cigar Company, Tarry Bill: | 
ick, proprietor, remodeled und alter: 
ed ih eo Roenspelss tohaceo store, 
anil factory No. 219 High ayven- 
ue west, he manufacturing depart- 
ment Was moved to the second floor 
and the retail anid offlee departinent | 
were enlarged, shop decorated ani 
ew furniture and. fixtures installed. | 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, February 25, 1911 


lows Cigar Company. Organulea- 
Hon by Marry Bililck and Fred Gar- 
ner, Who purchase ihe property owned 
by Leo Roolspiews, at No, 217 liigh 
ayveayue weet, ) 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, February 25, 1911 
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Frank E. Nowels (Nowels Brothers Cigar Co.) 


203 High Avenue West 
The Nowels cigar factory was in business from 1914 to 1921. It was Factory No. 205, 3" District of lowa. 


Frank Nowels owned the cigar factory until January 1, 1919 when his brother, John Nowels purchased an 
interest in the business. The name of the factory was changed to “Nowels Brothers Cigar Company” at 
that time. 


Frank E. Nowels: born 1873; died 1940; wife: Gail Hellings 
John Nowels: wife - Clara 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Don Gusto, Eight Hours. 





Eight Hours cigar box. F. E. Nowels Cigar Co. Cigar box holds 
50 cigars. Dates to 1912-1916. 





Note the Union-made Cigars label on this box. The label dates the 
cigar box from 1912 - 1916. 
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AQUGINESS CHANGE 


(-27/5/9_PO 


JOHN NOWELS BUYS INTEREST 

WITH FRANK £E. NOWELS | 
-“Nowels Brothers Cigar Company” 
is the name of a new firm that came 
into being in Oskaloosa, -New. -Years 
day, Wednesday, January 1, 1949. John 
Nowels of Des Moines has moved to 
Oskaloosa and has purchased. an in: 
terest in the business of his brother 
Frank Nowels. 

John is no stranger to Oskaloosa 
«lthough he has been absent from the 
city, in business in Knoxville and in 
Des Moines for a term of some seven 
years, first in a successful farming 
venture near the town of Knoxville, 
and Jater in connection with the Stand- 
ard Oil Company in Des Moines. He is 

an Oskaloosa lad frovf: boyhood, a son 
of Thomas Nowels and known through 
- previous business associations to prac- 
tically all “old timers” of the tow. 
“Jack” as he is familiarly known, says 

“itis just like: coming) ‘back home,” and 

| he is glad to be one“6f the boys again. 





' Mr. and Mrs. Nowels ‘have moved to 


the home of the father on the home 
place south or thé fair grounds and 
their residence will be 1201 D avenue 
West, the old time residence >f Chas. 
Blattner of pioneer times. 

Mr. F. E. Nowels’: purchased the 
business of the late lamented Charles 
Howar and has‘had the place in suc- 
cessful operation since that time and 
has branched out in several cirections. 
| The new member in the firm spells 
expansion and extension of business 
and the’many friends of the hieys wish 
them success in their field of endeav- 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, January 2, 
1919 
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Oskaloosa Cigar Co. 


The Oskaloosa Cigar Co. was in operation from 1897 to 1904. It was Factory No. 342 and located on 
North Market Street 


In 1897, four employees worked at the cigar factory. 
A. B. Clark was foreman of the Oskaloosa Cigar Co. — June 6, 1901. 


1903 —J. F. Hendrickson & Co. of Indianola purchased the Oskaloosa Cigar Co. in 1903 and operated it 
for about eight months. He sold the business to A. J. St. Clair. 


1904 —A. J. St. Clair sold the Oskaloosa Cigar Co. to J. H. Augustine. 


J. H. Augustine purchases factory 
bal business, wholesale and retail, of 
Osk Company, of A. J.' 
St. Clair and operates same. | 





Oskaloosa Herald, January 14, 1904 


eet 
’ SPRICTLY high Rrade, = the “Oak 
logan” cigar. 





Do you know the “Oskaloosa” olga? 
Do you amuke the te mre 3 Bape 
Good poods, the‘ Oskaloosa” bo cigar, | 
Buy it, the “Oskeloosa” So olgar. 
Try it, the “Oakelooga” 6, cigar. 





Oskaloosa Evening Herald, pabiciany 19, 1897 
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Leo P. Roenspiess Cigar Co. 


The L. P. Roenspiess Cigar Co. was located 219 High Avenue West in Oskaloosa, lowa. It manufactured 
cigars from 1900-1910. Leo Roenspiess sold the factory to the lowa Cigar Co. in 1910. 


Leo Roenspiess was born in Germany in 1866. He died January 27, 1910. His wife was Verda Nicholson 
Roenspiess. 


Brands of cigars manufactured: Tampadora, Black Lion, Lady Ann, Red Label. 









RRUAMARERRNERRREEME ERE 


(PERMIT ME?! 


= 


BI 





There’s Noth: | 


Ding oing 
in the cigar line that: 
approaches the 


| TAMPADORA 5e CIGAR 


NN “ae ae 
sa ee RRA AMAA vwanauaan waraann 
he pee te le 


You'll he Safe if you 
Smoke a 


‘ THMPADORA CIGAR 


fae" There is no danger to your 
health or to your purga. It's a 
e | §-Cent Cigar that combines the |! 
‘| quality of good tobaceo and food 
workmanship, ie 
For sale by all dealara, 


‘The, ladies like the fragrancs: 
of our 


Tampadora 


| That’s one reason why we sell 
% 80 Many... But another reson 
ip, that our. ‘gquatomers have 4. 
| fine taste in tobaccos also, and 
® appreciate the mild, yet tonio 
stimulant. ® ‘Smoking Is a plers-, 
* ure.to all ooncernedjwhen our 
ae good oye are used. 











for fragrance, frea draw- 
ing, and all around ex- 
callence. 


LP, Roenspiess 


219 High Ave. West. 





Oskaloosa Daily Herald, March 


6, 1905 oe is ; . -ROENSPIESS, ¥ Oskaloosa Daily Herald, 
) ae WEST. HIGH AVENUE, 3 November 27, 1905 
Sala a eA ae aleteatate ieee eee 
Oskaloosa Daily Herald, March 27, 
1905 
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| Don’t forget to complete 
j}the Thanksgiving meal, and 


four own satistaction with 
}one of our ‘Tampadora Cigars. 
just the right after—dinoner 


}aatiefying fullness and rich 
uess thatonly the High Grade 
|}Cigar can give. llaud Made 
jthronghout of the very best 
| 7 sc each. <All dealers sell 
chem. 


TAMPADOA CIGAR 
LP, Roenspeiss, 


219 High Ave, West, 





Oskaloosa Daily Herald, November 


25, 1907 


‘a 


Cigar ae strong as you like— 
or as mild as you like. Choose 
Strong or mild, 
they are the moet fragrant and 
satisfactory cigara sold for the 
For eale by all 


dealers. 3-2 GF "4 
L. P. ROENSPIES 


210 HIGH AVK. WEST 


by the color. 


price—6c. 


| 





ismoke that fills the bill—A| 





FULL OF GOOD TOBACSO 
COE 


~) ee <2 
ee NGS 


— 


Blaves to a fallacy ares number | 


of constant umokera whe pay high 
prices for fat- Lasting, cigarette- 
flavored delusions, Try our 


a 


and rou will note that the favar 
149 More dfropahbla than that of 
Many mere expenalys olgara, 
You need but one trial to soen- 
vince you, 


Vor anle by al! daalocs, 


L. P. Roenspiess. 


219 High Ave. Waal, 








Oskaloosa Daily Herald, January 


25, 1909 


TAMPADORA 








WAVE YOU TRIED THE NEW : 


Se CIGAR, | 7 
| 


Black 
Lion| 


Union Made in the Pouctory of 


L. P. Roenspiess: 





Fully as Good us the | 


‘TAMPADORA’) 


Bul a Dillerent 
Flavor. 





Oskaloosa Daily Herald, August 
7, 1909 


Wd AF AADAAAA RADA ee 


WE DON'T.CLAIM *3 


Red Label 
Cigar 
is the bedt ou earth, but 


that it is as good as can 
be sold for ; 


And jast but net least— 
It’s made in 
OsKaloosa¥ 


Ea Il 
TU RE Eee 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, L. 





REPRE EERE 


P. Roenspiess Cigar Co., 
August 27, 1906 
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L. P. Roenspiess Cigar Manufacturing, 219 High Avenue West 


L. P. Roenspiess trade 
token good for a free 
5 cent cigar. 
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“ROENSPEISS.—The funeral of the 


late Leo P. Roenspeiss, whose death: 
occurred at this ‘home, No. '629 Nonth. 


Market street, Thursday night, Janv- 


ary 27, occurred Saturday ‘afternoon, 
The conditions existing in the home. 


by serious flimess of members of the 
family, made dhe holding of the ser- 
vices at McAuley Ohapel, ‘Forest cem- 
etery, necessary. The funeral accur- 


Ting.on the last day of the week made 


the attendance of many peaple impos- 


sible and the great size of the funeral 


Was @ surprise. The chape! fatied to 
accommodate ali who went to the cem- 
every for the service. The funeral 
was conducted by. the Rey. Eugene Al- 
len of the Methodist Epiecopal church, 
with the Order of Eagles in charge, 
Phe city council and city officials at- 
tended as a boty, representatives of 
the Red Men, and the Cigar, Makers 
Were also present in number, and the 
employes of the Roenspeiss business 
; house and factory were as @ separate 
Dodgy. Over one hundred of the 
Bagies were in line as the procession 
moved from the residence to the chap. 
el. The number and the elegance of 
the floral pieces attracted attention. 
Tae pall Searete were the Bk -DOuR- 
cimen of the city administration with 
wim the deceased had Deen agsociat- 
ed: W. BR, -CampSeld, ‘Marion Oruzen, 
0. E. Dickeson, J. C. Hanna, J, OW. 
Laffoliett and J..2,. Milligan. .Among 
the many present from a distance on 
account of the death and funeral were 
Max Roenspeise, .brovier ‘Of the de- 
ceased, of St. Jee: iBen and: 

Nicholson, iether azct ‘tSther of the 
widow, irom Superior, iNevr.; dirs. 
Humporey, a niece, frown Fairfield; 
Daniel Sheahan, of Des Moines; Ohas. 
Paschal, of Colfax; Mr. and ‘Mrs. Liuta- 
et Amtrews, of Des Moines, “and Ben 
Goodner, of New Sharon. 2329 ¢x7- 


Leo Roenspeiss obituary 


Leo P. 





Roenspiess tombstone. 
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George W. Sparks 


George Sparks manufactured cigars from 1918 to at least 1930. 
Brands of cigars manufactured: E/ Dependo, The lowa Girl. 


George Sparks was married to Minnie E. Van Vleitt. He was born in 1876 and died in 1959. His father was 
Mathew R. Sparks and his mother was Belle Barnett Sparks. George & Minnie lived at 710 North E 
Street, Oskaloosa. In 1940, George was doing carpenter work for the WPA (Works Projects 
Administration). 


The Iowa Girl 
Made by George W. Sparks, 
le ~Az-4 q oDA Oskaloosa, Iowa 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, October 23, 1929 
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H. L. Spencer Co. 


Brand of cigars: Forest City, Spot Cash 


H. L. Soencer Co’s. name is on at least two brands of cigars: Forest City and Spot Cash. They probably 
were not the manufacturers of the cigars, however. The Forest City cigar box has the factory number of 
the C. E. Howar Cigar Factory as manufacturer. Spot Cash was manufactured by the W. F. Hinesley Co. 


The two cigar boxes shown below date from about 1895 to 1900. 


-L. Sp cer Co. FOR 





Forest City brand of cigars. Distributed by H. L Spencer Co. 
Manufactured by C. E. Howar Co. The Forest City lid image was 
copyrighted in 1895. 





Forest City cigar box end. Circa 1895. 
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Spot Cash brand of cigars. Distributed by H. L Soencer Co. and manufactured by 
W. F. Hinesley Co. Circa 1900. 





View of the end of the Spot Cash cigar box. 


Manufactured by i. 
H. L. SPENCER CO. Branch _ 
: CQ, ; 


a Cigar Clippings 





A bag of cigar clippings manufactured 
by H. L. Spencer Co. 
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Stanton Cigar Factory 
Retail tobacco and cigar factory located on High Avenue West. 
Factory No. 330, 4" District of lowa 
Brands of cigars manufactured: lowa Girl, Judge Hale, Sweet Myrtle, Fox, Boy Chief, Sweet Erin. 
1904 — Pat Stanton opened the Stanton Cigar Factory on High Avenue West. 


1906 — Stanton sold the cigar brands to C. E. Howar & Co. 


t 


A GIR 
oy ae “ 





lowa Girl manufactured by the P. Stanton Co. Circa 1905 





P. Stanton, Factory No. 330, 4th District of lowa 


5/7 


J. H. Brinker closes out tailoring 
business in Oskaloosa. Pat Stanton 
purchases building of J. B. Adlon and 
opens new cigar factory in company 


with James Stauton. 


Business is 


‘tater discontinued and James Stanton 
dissolves partnership to open factory 


in New Sharon, 


he, SE se bits 5 


a a le xk — ts 


Oskaloosa Herald, January 14, 1904 
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For many years Oskaloosa has 
been known throughout the commer- 
cial world as a manufacturing point 
for fine cigars, and today it is be- 
coming more than ever to be known 
for the production of this line of 
manufacturers proijuct. The city is 
now rapidly coming to the front as 
a cigar manufacturing center and 
in this manner is greatly enhancing 
the commercial importance of the 
city. 

At the present time the grade of 
cigars produced in Oskaloosa has 
reached the highest standard since 
the inception of the industry. The 
improvement in the grade of goods 
produced within the last few years 
has been due largely to the influ- 
ence of P. Stanton, upon the cigar 
trade of this city. With the estab- 


lishment of this gentleman some = 
time ago, came the policy which was» 
to result in only high grade product... 
The policy has been followed out to,,, 
the letter and in fact that the quali- 

ty of the goods manufactured by this _ 


gentleman have always been the 
best possible for human skill to pro- 
duct has had its effect upon the at- 
titude the cigar trade is now assum- 
ing towards Oskaloosa as a cigar 
center. 

Mr. Stanton’s establishment is lo- 
cated at 207 West*High Avenue, and 
enjoys a large and.constantly grow- 
ing patronage. Its success is due 
in a great measure to the able man- 
agement under which it has been 
conducted and the adoption, at the 
cutset, of strictly honorable and le- 
gitimate business methods, which 


have been firmly adhered to through- 


out the entire history of the estab- 


lishment. Mr. Stanton manufac- 
tures only the finest brands of.cigars 
and his large clientage consists 
principally of the leading retail deal- 
ers of this’ section. His “Judge 
Hale,” 10 cent brand, ‘Iowa Girl,’” 
“Sweet Myrtle,’” “Fox,” “Boy Chief” 
and “Sweet Erin’ are well-known 
brands and are deservedly popular. 
Mr. Stanton is a well known busi- 
ness man of Oskaloosa and occupies 
an important position in both social 
and commercial circles. The publish- 
ers of this: paper take great pleas- 
ure in recommending this house to 
the trades and consumers, knowing 
that its goods and methods will ap- 
peal to all thorough business men, 


Oskaloosa Saturday Gazette, 1905 





CIGAR FACTORY. 
lhe Stanton Plant in Operation with/ 
Good Business. 





The Stanton cigar factory on High 
avenwe west has been re-opened and 
‘is being conducted by Mr. Pat Stan- 
ton in a way that is meeting with the 
approval of frfends and the encour- 
agement of hosts of customers. The 
‘factory part of the istitution is run- 
ning upon full time now and the man- 
ner in which orders for goodg are pil- 
ing up wiil necessitate the employ- 
ment of extra lands from time to 
time. Mr. George Fritch is at the 
head ct the manufacturing rooms, 

which is ample guarantee ‘of the ex 
eniee of thework of this depart- 


it] Ment. Mia, YO of eDoy 15601 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, March 8, 
1904 


CIGAR FACTORY. 


New Institution to be Started on 
High Avenue West. 
eDH 





P. Stanton, of near What Cheer, 
and his nephew, James &. Stanton, 
of this city, have purchased the Johp 
Adlon building on West High avenue 
and will establish a new cigar factory 
in the city. The building has been 
occupied for sometime past by P. H. 
Brinker and his tailoring establish- 
ment. He has not yet chosen anoth-. 
er location. 

James Stanton is an experienced | 
cigar maker having been in the buei- 
ness a number of years. Itis the in- 
tention of the new firm to repair and 
improve the building. New and 
modern factory furniture will be put 
in and the factory will be complete- 
ly equipped in every detail. New 
fixtures will he put in for a cigar and 
tobacconist’s shop that will be made 
second to none in the city. The im: 
provements to be made and the 

establishing of the factory will cost. 
several thousand dollars. 3 2 3. t % 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, February 23, 


1903 
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Joe Strasburger 


Joe Strasburger manufactured cigars in Oskaloosa in 1901. 


Brand of cigars manufactured: Major Lacey 
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eS ERS =a i ——— 


es 
USK ALO, 
a 


oS tai bt JOE. STRASBURGER, aks 


Major Lacey brand of cigars manufactured by Joe 
Strasburger. Circa 1901. Photo courtesy of the 
Mahaska County Historical Society. 
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Strasburger and Loeb Cigar Co. 


Joe Strasburger had a cigar factory on the south side and sold it to his brother, Ben Strasburger, and Sam 
Loeb in 1901. 


Ben Strasburger and Sam Loeb operated the cigar factory for two years — 1901 & 1902. Their partnership 
ended in 1903. Sam Loeb purchased Ben Strasburger’s share of the business and operated it until 1905 
when it closed. 


LOEB’ 


/ « 
mOLLEY ©," 
““® x ‘4 ~ L 





mn 






Loeb’s Trolley manufactured by Samuel Loeb. Box held 50 cigars. 
Factory number 80, 4"" district of lowa. Made about 1905. 





View of the end of the Loeb's Trolley cigar box. 
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PERFECT CIGARS! 


A Cigar that gives A Cigar that gives aatisfaction when it is being smoked, 
which leaves a pleasant taste in the mouth, and which the 
smoker knows was made under perfect sanitary conditions — 
that is a Perfect Cigar. 

Tastes may differ. Different men may enjoy different 
_ brands of tobacco in a cigar; but the general rule applies in 
each case. 

That's where my cigars come in. They are made right 
here in Oskaloosa under my own supervision (and I have had 
many years experience}, in a clean, light, airy workshop, by 
skilled Union workmen. My different brands of cigars afford 
a variety in price, quality, and degree of mildness, so that every 
smoker is certain to have his particular taste suited. 

Any smoker who has a liking for any of the brands which 
are so much advertised nowadays will find themall here. There 
are good cigars besides those of my own manufacture (but there 
are none better), and I try to give every customer just what 
he wants. 


My Leading Brands Are: 


“Tom Morton’? ~ ‘Alexandra’ 
10 Gents: 5 Gents. 


SAM LOEB 
4.a|{-44 


Come and Meet the Boys and Hear 5 and Hear the Music. 





Oskaloosa Saturday Gazette, 1905 


Sam Loeb trade token 
good for one free 5 
cent cigar. 


| interested in the Oskaloosa hospital ac- 


clety favorite, carried a sandwich ad- 


| republican. 


FOR SALE! 





Entire Stock and Fixtures, or will rent building. 
Best location in the city. Will give good reason for 
selling, to parties wiahiag to talk business. 








PAYS BET AS A BEGGAR. 


Prominent ee | Man Solicits | 
Alms on Public Streets—Another > 
a Sandwich “Ad.’’ 








For over two hours the other after- 
noon Sam Loeb, a prominent Oskaloosa 
dealer, dressed as a poor street 
musician, went about the business part 
of town playing a dilapidated fiddle and. 
begeing alms. A delegation of ladies 










companied him and acted as cashiers. 
Oven $100 was taken in. The incident 
was the result of an election bet on 
New York, and Mr. Loeb had to settle. 
George Cooke, a scion of the well- 
known family of contractors and a s0- 


vertisement strapped about him, bes 
cause he agreed to do zo if Indiana went 





Twice-a-Week Plain Dealer, November 25, 
1904 





Seen! 






LOEB'S CIGAR STORE 


. SAM'L LOEB, Proprietor. 


Oskaloosa Daily Herald, pebruiaiy 3, 1906 
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When this picture was taken, along about 1892 
there were a number of cigar factories in Oskaloosa, 
employing more than one hundred men, The picture 
shows a factory and. store combined, operated by 
Sam Loeb on the south side of the public square. 
In the picture standing from left to right are 
“Shorty” Lang; then the proverbial cigar store In- 
dian. Will Harney and Fred Raible. In the cart, 


2 


(20 (2 Qve, Fup 











which was used for advertising purposes was Sam 
Loeb, and “Uncle” Ham Lawson. The store was 
known as “4-11-44” a name gathered from a dice 
game popular among the young colored men of the 
time. The picture was evidently taken at a time 
when the slogan: “A Greater Oskaloosa” was pop- 
ular. Notice the legend in the window. ‘The picture 


belongs to Ed Lampheir of Eddyville. 
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2 of the city. 


BUSINESS CHANGE 
Joe Strashurger Sel te Ben Strasbur- 
zerand Sam Loch. 





Joe Sirasbarger, who has been con- 
ducting ® cigar factory and retail to- 
bacco siore on fhe south side of the 
park, has disposed of the property te 
bie brether, Ren Strashurcvar a¢2 Sam 
| Loeb, Tha new Pronrie ora era in 
| possession of the shop and Joa Strac- 
| burger has departed jor Albia io sa- 
is Saze in the retal} ary Boouds bucingeas. 
| Mr. Ben § Sirasburger hes been on 

the road fora long term of service for 
toe Martin-Oott tat Oompany, and 
| Mr.Loeb, @ life-long cigar man,comes 
| irom Omaha to take an interest in 
: Roth of the Youngs men 
&re well known to Oskaloosa people | 


oak —— ~ peed 
= Gaices Ls = + == 
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Strasburger & Loeb contemplate a | 


: number of imMnravementrnx im tba shop | 


_—— 


in the near future. The piace is to be | 


remodeled and will have & Dumber of 


How ie@atures at an OuLay Of scyeral | 
hundreds of dottars. 


Joe Strasburger sells cigar factory and store. 
February 7, 1901 


“dom. ‘Loeb, “for: ‘yeard one -. vot the 


business ‘encumbered and mill ‘cloge 
ued-‘and the. ‘hands, enroyen,; Have) 


mittee, representing « local. organiza-} 


taken: up, in the, interesta of the -or- 
was sorry ‘that he founa himbelf:com- 


the’ Wet. He would Ike - | 
‘then: but he. found ‘himeetf. “Wwiehout! 


Head whom Ihave’ béen: golicited :singe|' 
I have been. in business’.in: Oskalooga: 
‘and, ‘to pOMG: prominent, organizations | 


now.; confronted: hy the, sltyation | ot} 
finding, myself: embarrassed | ‘ANG. COM; 
pelled to. cloge my doers by. the work | 





WILL CLOSE, His, STORE. 
_—_ es, 

‘sam oo Tells of struggles. ‘Against 

japdveras Cireu mstances. oa 


















lending” elgar. manufacturers and; to- 
bacconists of thé city, gives up. the 
fight against the. circumstances, and 
coniltions -with whici'ne finds his 


out hig place and dispose of his lease 
lf poaslble. . The. mauufacture. ‘of. !cl- 
gars iat his shop lias been discontin- 


been released... | 
_A. short time ofter Mr.. Loeb: haat 
opened his shop this morning a com- 


tion waited. upon nim polleiting a con: 
tribution. for a work that, Js: to. (bey 


ganization. Mr, Loeb stated that™ he 


pelled to refuse to pice’ rir name ‘on! 
; abalet | 


the’ necessary funds to subseribe.: Mr. ! 

Loeb continued: y PaeiS | 

! rx 5 have never retused to. donate to 
any. charitable ‘or church: organisation; 


I have donated most ljberally, Iam 


of, ome of . the . very ‘peopls ie Ray el. 
contributed’ to: assist. and. *} pa ft. Te : 
may,.be. 9. profitable bases eset | 
off the: enone. that ae the goldep | 
S6E, - ‘for: ‘thet. ie ‘what it hag” eon 
ed’ ‘to with’ We, bur 1 doubt. ft 


The Oskaloosa Herald, February 1. 1906 
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William Strasburger Cigar Co. 


Dates of Operation: 1895-1901 

Factory No. 80 

The Strasburger Cigar Company employed eight people in 1897. 
Brand of Cigars Manufactured: The Big C 


Joe Strasburger’s cigar factory was on the south side of the park. He sold the factory to Sam Loeb and his 
brother, Ben Strasburger in 1901. Loeb and Strasburger continued to operate the factory until 1903 
when the partnership dissolved. 


SMOKE the improved Big C. ‘The 
beat be cigar made in the city. Made 
by union men only. 


ain. 
M. C. the bast 10c cigar in town, 


Oskaloosa Evening Herald, August 29, 1894 





ester ty Wii. STRASBURGER, Uskaloosa, lowa.| | 





Oskaloosa Evening Herald, Nioverbena: 1895 


George Titus Cigar Co. 


George Titus owned a cigar factory from 1919 until 1921. He was a cigar maker for Fred Beadle in 1918. 
His wife’s name was Amy M. Fox Titus. George was born in 1875 and died in 1922 at age 44. 
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Williams & Tousley Cigar Factory 


Factory No. 240 
419 West High Avenue. 


Williams & Tousley Cigar factory opened in Fall of 1893. It 
operated until 1900 when Fred Williams moved to Minnesota. 


Partnership: Fred L. Williams and Frank H. Tousley 
1897 — Employed five people. 


Brands of Cigars Manufactured: Gold Medal, Napoleon, the 
Defender, Flor de Nella. 


Frank Tousley retired from the business soon after his partner, 
Fred Williams, left (1901). J. W. Hetherington purchased the 
factory’s cigar brands. Frank moved to Oelwein, lowa shortly 
after. 


Frank H. Tousley was born in Missouri in 1870 and died in April 
1935. His wife’s name was Maime E. Roberts Tousley. Frank 
Tousley played euphonium in the city band. 


Beat 6 cent cigar on earth—Napo- 
leon, 


Oskaloosa Evening Herald, March 8, 1897 





ForGET not the 1 Defender. It’s the 
best 6 cént elgur on the market. 





Oskaloosa Evening Herald, December 15, 
1897 


Frank Tousley retires from the 
cigar business io the city of Oska- 
loosa, J. W. Hetherfngton purchas- 
ing the brands the gentieman bas in 
factory and trade. Mr. Tousley 
locates at Oelwin. 


Oskaloosa Herald, January 23, 1902 


|A PROSPEROUS. HOUSE 


Willioma és Tousle if Oigne Mk. 
ere, and Their Goods. : 2 
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| ar ianefucturen, have been making 
“ receird on gelling: their goods that fe 
to. ba auvied: Fhe present. businers Wau 
jestablished in bhi ality in the fall of 
1893, in & eral wey, ond haa jost beer 
growing Be Si increads Ln patronage 
demahded. The young nien built up 
an exftellent trade and eet sbont to 
Male a staple ariole thet would satisgy : 
this trade. This was done in the Na- 
poleon ¢ cigar. It was made of the best 


ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee eae ee 


atock.: and made in &@ manner that was 


mee now oo “Sacha and [ts sale 


ite introduction. The searet of this 
aucosés Iles fo the: fact that the grade 
of this cigur has never been aut, but it) 
bes beon malutaliod as it was at the 


pli ne ee ee es 





will find it ever tha ‘same. | = 
The firm fe mantfecturing another 
Are cent-clgar, “The Defender,’ that is 
proving popular hayond - thetr | 
tions, It in ‘® hand made tin-fol! 
wrapped: cigar, and 19 & priue favorite 
with the raliroad-boya,.. : : | 
In the line: ‘of ‘fen - cant cigue Wa 
de Neils cues. My a: superior ‘arligle, 30 
prone experienced smokers | 
It ha a or nalo and is bas 4 stoving 


city: may prove inatruotive and bene | 
clal ta you. . Certainly ‘amokers shoal 
know. .what they: samt! ‘and: “Whe 
‘makes ‘the goods. ~ =. / ret = ie ; 


Oskaloosa Herald, March 4, 1897 
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Other Cigar Manufacturers in Oskaloosa, lowa 


C. Frank & Co. (1893) — factory no. 258, 4*" district of lowa 


Louis Frank & Will Campfield (1892), First Avenue West 


Fisher Brothers Cigar Shop (1902), First Avenue West 


Link Fisher Cigar Factory and Stand (1904), High Avenue West 


George A. Fritz (1920’s & 30’s ?) 


Lee & Brown (1882) — factory no. 157, 4°" district of lowa 


Earl Reynolds & James Gorman (1910 - ???), second floor 201 Rock Island Avenue 


A. J. St. Clair (1900-1901), North Market Street — owner of Oskaloosa Cigar Factory — 1903-1904 
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4. lowa - The Way It Was 


Roberta Hickerson, concerning 
Gus Wenzel, Oskaloosa, 
Mahaska County, stated: 


‘Beginning about 1900 my Uncle, Gus Wenzel, was a 
cigarmaker in Oskaloosa. A a child I spent my summers with him 
and his wife and loved to sit in his shop and watch him make the 
cigars. He actually worked for a foundry and the cigar-making 
was a Side issue. 

Wearing a green eye-shade he sat at a table with a low-hanging 
light over it. On the table would be piles of tobacco leaves. Wear- 
ing a rubber thumb-stall, he would sort the leaves, putting the 
best ones in a separate pile for the outside of the cigars. 

Using a sharp knife he would begin a cigar by cutting a small 
slice from a poorer grade of tobacco leaf. Next, he dipped his 
fingers into a water solution, dampened the leaf and rolled it into a 
small, tight tube. Then he dampened a little large piece of leaf and 


rolled it around the first, tapering one end, continuing this process 
until he had a full size cigar, and wrapped the last and best leaf 
around the outside. 

The dampening agent was water containing one of the follow- 
ing: wine, rum, sugar, honey, or licorice, depending on the flavor 
he wanted. 

When the last leaf was wrapped he smoothed and rubbed the 
cigar with a bit of vegetable gum which kept the edge of the out- 
side leaf from curling so the cigar would not come apart. 

As each cigar was finished it was laid in a grooved tray having a 
lid and allowed to age awhile. After the aging was finished, he 
used a sharp knife to cut one end so the cigar would have a blunt 
edge. 

My Uncle and Aunt lived on the second floor of Bill Harney’s 
Cigar Store (Mahaska County). Uncle Gus used one room up 
there in which to make his cigars. When finished they were 
packed in small wooden and sold to Mr. Harney, who re-sold 
them to customers in his store.”’ 
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If Oskaloosa people bought Oska- 
loosa made cigars as faithfully as 
they should, Oskaloosa cigar factories 
would be worth thousands of dollars 


more than now, Mahaska county far-_ 


mers would get thousands more for 
their produce, Oskaloosa merchants 
would add thousands to their annual 
sales, Oskaloosa labor would receive 
thousands more in wages, the Oska- 
locsa citizens generally would have 
thousands more for the necessaries 
and comforts of life. 


"In short, there woull ke thous- 
ends_in it if Oskaloosa peop'e gave 
up their prcsent policy of buying ci- 
gars made chiefly away from home 
@nd in its stead adopt a new policy 
<of buying abroad only those things 
‘that cannot be bought at home. It 
‘would build up our cigar industry 
and through them bring that great- 
est of all boons to prosperity—a bet- 
ter ani larger home market for 
sxeverything that Mahaska county far- 
“mers produce, While it is impossi- 
‘ble to get the exact figures, it is 
‘reasonably certain that Oskaloosa 
‘people now send out of the city many 
‘thousands of dollars every year that 
“might be expenied within the city if 
‘they but emphatically and. faith- 
“fully bought Oskaloosa made cigars 
whenever possible. Through such 
‘a policy, these mamy thousands of 
“dollars would be put into circulation 
‘im Oskaloosa industries, increasing 
“the prices of Mahaska county farm 
products, and adding materially to 
“the wealth of all its citizens. 

_ Oskaloosa is a good manufacturing 
point and could be made the largest 
and best in the state. There are now 
_ Paid ow many thousands of dollars 
‘in wages and the cigay makers, as a 
“rule, are the best livers in the land. 

There is now about $500.00 paid out 


OEE EEE EY EO TIER EA A RIPE TIEI ILIA I III PLO EE” 


CIGAR INDUSTRY OF OSKALOOSA. 
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every week in wages to cigar makers 
and if Oskaloosa merchants would 
rush Oskaloosa made cigars’ there 
would in. a comparitively short time, 
te $1,000.00 paid cut to these wage 
earners. This would mean larger 
cigar factorizs, more population, 
more money in circulation in Oska- 
joosa, in a single word it would mean 
growth. 

The cigar industry was first es‘ab- 
lished in Oskaloosa in 1850, by Fred 
Beckman and Lewis Frank, Later 
D. Beckman established a factory in 
1$C3 and a few years later ‘Wm. 
Hinsley. ‘These factories are all oul 
cof existence now, with the exception 
of D. Beckman, which is run under 
the name of M. J. Beckman. 

Within the last few years the fol- 
lowing factories have been’ estab- 
lished: Howar Bros, Hetherington & 
Roenspeiss, Williams & Towsley, Da- 
vis Bros., Hicklin Bros., Oskaloosa 
Cigar Co.,, Wm. Strasburger, Pat 
Stanton, Link Fisher, Fisher Bros., 
and Samuel Loeb, who bought out 
Wm. Strasburger. The goods manu- 
factured by every one of these cigar 
factories cannot be beat, as for qual- 
ity and perfection, all the factories 
are clean, light, airy and the cigars 
are made under perfect sanitary con- 
ditions, by the best skilled union 
workmen that money can obtain. The 
cigars are made of the best Havana 
and seed tobacco. The merchants of 
this city will find after introducing 
the home produce, they will find a 
firm customer and believer in Oska- 
loosa made cigars, push the home 
made goods, increase the population, 
and put into circulation every week 
thousands of dollars. Let the banker, 
merchant, professional men, clerks, 
farmers, mechanics, laborers, and 
everybody that smokes, smoke Os- 


kaloosa made cigars. /9y47 5 E56 


Oskaloosa Saturday Globe, May 1904 
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5. Anatomy of a Cigar Box 


Most cigars are packed fifty to a box. The inside of the box lid is more colorfully decorated than the 
outside top. In cigar stores, the cigar boxes are displayed with the lids open, showing the colorful 
graphics on the inside. 


Every cigar box is required to have a "Notice" on 
it identifying the cigar factory by number and 
district. The "Notice" says that the cigar box must 
not be re-used for cigars. Originally there were 
six IRS taxing districts in lowa. By the 1920's, 
there was only one district. If the "Notice" is 
pasted on the cigar box, the box is older than 
1910. After 1910 the "Notice" was printed on the 
bottom of the cigar box. This Davis Brothers cigar 
box is before 1910. 


The Internal Revenue Service taxes cigars. A band 
is put around the box indicating that the tax has 
been paid. 





The Supreme Chancellor brand of cigars was manufactured by the Davis Brother Cigar Factory in 
Oskaloosa, lowa. The factory was number 16 in the Fourth Internal Revenue District of lowa. 


The cigar box shown held only twelve cigars. It is called a “salesman’s sample” box. 
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Cigars. 
Tt isa uoticaable fact in all-citias 
that a8 wood Bg one or two institu. 
tious of a Eind grow op and flour- 


inh wthers come in. The place be- 


comes & cooter and all ara bane- 


fited Such ia the ease with the 


‘Cigar busiuess in Oakalooss, Here 
‘ate foond aleven factories which 
furnish the trade all over lows and 
ovenin adjoining atates, Thuy ara, 
| M. J. Bockman, lastory No. 63, 
‘employing firo people . 
| Wm. Streasburgar, factory No. 
40, employing ight people. 


C. E. HRowar bas to factories. | 


No, 57, for manufacture of smok- 
‘ing tobaeco and 205 for cigars. 
Seven men are emploped. 

; Wiiliame & Tonsley, factory 
Na, 240, employ five people. 
 Qshaloona Vo,, factory 
No. 343, employ four people. 


| Fred Beckman, lactory No. 16%, | 


| two people, 
| 


amploying two people, 


W. R. Campfiaid, factory 2535, 


| employed saven;people, 


Will Renton, factory No, 362, | 


empoyes feo people, 

J. W. Hothorington & Use., 
factory No, 202, omploypes saven | 
paople. 


7 = 4 


Oskaloosa Herald, October 7, 
1897 


Will Higlin, factorr No. 285, 





{ 
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Oskaloosa Weekly Herald, February 8, 


To the Voters of Oc*xaloosa. 

We, the undersigned cigar manu- 
facturers of the city of Oskaloosa, 
lowa, hereby respectfully call your 
attention to the fact that there are 
te: factories in Oskaloosa, employ- 
ing 65 peanle, meny of them married 
men with families. The principal 
part of our business is done in this 
city, and more than 69 percent of 
our home business has been; done 
with the saloon-keepors of thejcity. 
In view of the fact that there bas 
been cousiderable agitation recently 
on the subject of securing factories 
for Oskaioosa, we therefore respect- 


fully ask you not to do anything that 
will cripple those you have already | 
with you. Fully eighty por cent of| 


the cigars sold in this city (outside 
of the mulct saloon) are made in the 
east. The saloon-keepers of the city 
are the only businsss ict a8 & Claus 
who have been loyai to home industry, 
and if we lose thelr trede wo wil 
lose enongh of our business to ser- 
iously cripple the cigar industry in 
this city. There is being paid out at 
least $3,000 per month in wages to 


the cigar makers in cash, which finds 


its way into the various channels of 
trade in this city. By taking away 
‘half of our customers you are driv- 
ing half of the present force of cigar 
makers out of the city, which means 
a loss to the other business men of 
Oskaloosa. 
Respectfully submitted, 


L. P. Roenspiess, 
Davis Bros. 


-\4¢0 Fred F Higlin. 
I | Jae leeesee oe, 
J. W. Hetherington. 


Ear! Ferree. 

W. R. Campfield. 
©. E. Howar. 

M J. Beckman. 
Williams & Tousley. 


1900 


| 


‘ 
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1860 


1869 


1870 


1875 


1880 


1882 


1885 


6. Cigar Manufacturers in Oskaloosa, lowa by Year 


Fred Beckman - tobacconist 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 South Market St. — Diederick Beckman, proprietor 


Fred Beckman 


Fred Beckman 


Diedrick Beckmann, cigar manufacturer. (M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory) 


Fred Beckman 


M. J. Beckman cigar factory — Diedrick Beckman — 3 people employed 
T. J. Blackstone cigar manufacturer —5 people employed 
Louisa Beckman cigar manufacturer — one person employed 


Fred Beckman 


Louisa Beckman, factory No. 8, 4" district of lowa 
M. J. Beckman, factory No. 54, 4" district of lowa; South Market Street 


T. J. Blackstone Manufacturing, factory No. 133, 4" district of lowa; Louis Frank, manager — 
Brands: Blackstone’s Best, Centennial, Frank’s No. 1, Proud Mahaska 


W. T. Hinesley, factory No. 34, 4" district of lowa; Brands: Hinesley’s Best, None Better, 
Oskaloosa Pets, Comet, Snow Drop, Special, Lone Chief, Wellington 


Howar Brothers, factory No. 75, 4°" district of lowa 
Lee & Brown, factory No. 157, 4°" district of lowa 


Fred Beckman 


William F. Hinesley cigar manufacturer 


Louis Frank cigar manufacturer 
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1888 


1889 


1890 


1891 


1892 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


Fred Beckman 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, South Market St. 


J. W. Hetherington & Co., 415 West High Ave. — factory No. 202, 4" district of lowa - John 
Hetherington and Leo Roenspiess 


Fred Beckman 
Will F. Hinesley Cigar Co., factory no. 47 


Charles E. Howar — first year manufacturing cigars in Oskaloosa 


Hinesley Cigar Factory 


T. J. Blackstone, 201 F Street South 

Herington Cigar Factory 

W.F. Hinesley Cigar Factory, 113 High Avenue East 

M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 South Market Street 

Fred Beckman, 206 Second Avenue East 

J. W. Hetherington & Co., 410 High Avenue West - brands: “/n the Soup” 


C. E. Howar, 203 High Avenue West — Brands: Gold Medal, Supreme Judge 


Hetherington Cigar Factory 

W. F. Hinesley Cigar Factory 

Howar Cigar Factory, (C. E. & Will Howar) — leading brand of cigar “Wild Cat” 
M.J. Beckman Cigar Factory, South Market St. 


Fred Beckman 


Oskaloosa has six cigar factories, employing 150 people. (Oskaloosa Herald, Nov. 3, 1892) 
Fred Beckman 


M.J. Beckman, south Market Street 
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1893 


1894 


Louis Frank & Will R. Campfield, First Ave. W. 
Will F. Hinesley, High Ave. — employs 35 people — produces 140,000 cigar a month 
C. E. Howar, High Ave. — employ 13 men — produce 35,000 cigar a month 


J. W. Hetherington & Co., High Ave. — employed 25 people — produced up to 120,000 cigars a 
month — Brand manufactured: “Skinny” 


W.R. Campfield to open cigar factory on East First Ave. (Partnership of Frank & Campfield 
dissolved) 


M. Beckman, factory No. 162, 4" district of lowa 

M. J. Beckman, factory No. 62, 4" district of lowa 

C. Frank & Co., factory No. 258, 4" district of lowa 

J. W. Hetherington & Co., High Avenue West - factory No. 202, 4" district of lowa 
W. F. Hinesley, factory No. 47, 4" district of lowa 

C. E. Howar, factory No. 205, 4" district of lowa 

Fred Beckman 

Williams & Tousley Cigar Makers — started in the Fall of 1893 


Louis Frank, 222-224 First Avenue West 


Louis Frank Cigar Factory — moved to First Street South 


J. W. Hetherington & Co., 219 High Avenue West (J. W. Hetherington & L. P. Roenspiess) — 
Brands: Nisita 5 cent cigar 


Williams & Tousley, 421 High Avenue West, (Fred L. Williams & Frank H. Tousley) Brands: Smoke 
Gold Medal 


W.F. Hinesley, 113 High Avenue East — Brands: F/ Soneta 5 cent, M. C. 10 cent, !dea/ 5 cent, 
Dona Ana 10 cent 


W.R. Campfield, 110 First Avenue East 
C. E. Howar, 203 High Avenue West 
M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 Market Street South 


Fred Beckman, 208 Second Avenue East 
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1895 


1896 


1897 


J. W. Hetherington & Co., 219 W. High —Brand: Nisita cigar 
Williams & Tousley — Brand: Gold Medal 

C. E. Howar 

W. F. Hinesley — Brands: El Soneta, M. C., Ideal, Dona Ana 
W.R. Campfield, South Side Cigar Factory — Brand: Premium 


William Strasburger, Brand: The Big C 


Will Campfield — remodeling cigar and tobacco shop 


M. J. Beckman, factory No. 62, employing five people 
William Strasburger, factory No. 80, employing eight people 


C. E. Howar, two factories: factory No. 57 for manufacture of smoking tobacco; Factory No. 205 
for cigars. Seven men are employed. Makes “Gold Medal” cigars — 203 High Avenue West 


Williams & Tousley, factory No. 240, 419 West High Avenue - employing five people (Frank 
Tousley) — Brands: Napoleon, the Defender, Flor de Nella 


Oskaloosa Cigar Co., factory No. 342, employing four people 

Fred Beckman, Second Avenue East, factory No. 162, employing two people 
Will Higlin, factory No. 288, employing two people 

W.R. Campfield, factory No.258, employing seven people 

Will Benton, factory No. 262, employing two people 

J. W. Hetherington & Co., factory No. 202, employing seven people 


Benton & Slammel (William Benton & John Slammel) new cigar factory — bldg. formerly used by 
W. F. Hinesley factory 


1899 — Sixty people employed in Oskaloosa cigar factories. Total monthly wages $2,400. (September 28, 


1900 


1899 Oskaloosa Herald. 


(Fred L. Williams, of Williams & Tousley, moving to Minnesota about May 1, 1900.), 419 High 
Avenue West 


Joe Strasburger cigar factory, 110 First Avenue East, south side of park. (Sells factory to his 
brother, Ben, and Sam Loeb.) 
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A. J. St Clair cigar factory, 311 Rock Island Ave. (aka Oskaloosa Cigar Co., A. J. St. Clair, manager) 


J. W. Hetherington, North G Street — (built a cigar factory and outbuildings on his property on 
North G Street) 


William F. Hinesley — cigar manufacturer not in city directory 

M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 South Market 

L. P. Roenspiess, 219 High Avenue West 

Davis Brothers, 117 First Avenue West 

Fred F. Higlin (Higlin Brothers), 411 High Avenue West (Fred, Charles, & William Higlin) 

Earl Ferree, 113 High Avenue East 

Will R. Campfield — closed his business and moved to Montana, 112 First Avenue West 
Williams & Tousley — partnership dissolved as Fred L. Williams leaves for Minnesota 

C. E. Howar, 203 High Avenue West — Brands: Gold Medal, Supreme Judge — employs 15 people 


(Fred Beckman dies) 


1901 -- “More than 100 men are employed in the six cigar factories of this city.” — Oskaloosa Herald, 
January 18, 1891. 


Davis Brothers Cigar Factory, 113 First Avenue West. — 19 employees 
A. J. St. Clair Cigar Factory, North Market Street 
Frank Tousley retires from cigar business. J. W. Hetherington purchases the brands. 


Joe Strasburger cigar factory, south side. (Joe sold cigar factory and retail store to his brother, 
Ben Strasburger and Sam Loeb.) 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


C. E. Howar 


1902 M.J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


Davis Brothers, 113 First Ave. West — (manufactured “Supreme Chancellor” brand of cigars) 
(William E. Evans, Jenkins & John Davis) 


C. E. Howar cigar factory 
L. F. Roenspiess 


Frank H. Tousley 
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1903 


1904 


1905 


Sam Loeb 


Ben Strasburger & Sam Loeb purchase retail business and cigar factory of Joe Strasburger and 
continue to operate it. 


Fisher Brothers cigar shop, First Avenue West 


Partnership of Strasburger & Loeb dissolves. Sam Loeb becomes sole owner of cigar factory. 
Roenspiess cigar factory, High Ave. West 

M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 

Davis Brothers, Inc. (William M. Evans, Jenkin Davis, & John Davis, incorporators) 


W.R. Campfield 


Davis Brothers Cigar Factory, 113 First Avenue West 


Fisher Brothers, 315 High Avenue West — (E.L. Fisher & George W. Fisher) - [Link Fisher Cigar 
Factory and stand, High Avenue West] 


Sam Loeb, 120 First Avenue East 


Pat Stanton reopened the Stanton Cigar Factory on 207 High Avenue West following a 
dissolution of previous partnership. 


Oskaloosa Cigar Co., North Market Street, proprietor: J. H. Augustine. Later in 1904, business is 
discontinued at North Market St. Not in city directory 


L. P. Roenspiess, 219 High Ave. West — make “Tampadora” brand cigars 
M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 S. Market Street 

C. E. Howar, 203 High Avenue West 

E. Hetherington, 417 High Avenue West 


Fred Higlin, 411 High Avenue West 


Ten cigar factories in Oskaloosa (another article says there are 8 cigar factories employing 75 
people.) 


L. P. Roenspiess, 219 High Ave. West — maker of “Tampadora” cigars 
Sam Loeb, 120 East First Ave. 


Davis Brothers, 113 First Ave. West 
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1906 


1907 


1908 


Will J. Harney cigar factory, West First Ave. — “Mohawk” straight brand of cigars (new cigar 
factory) 


J. W. Hetherington Cigar Factory, High Avenue West — manufactures “Monarch” 5 cent straight 
cigars 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 
C. E. Howar 


Sam Loeb cigar factory bought out and closed 


William J. Harney Cigar Manufacturer, new location at High Ave. West — 3 men employed 
Davis Brothers Cigar Factory 


Pat Stanton retail tobacco & cigar factory, High Ave. West — Sells cigar brands to C. E. Howar & 
Co. 


John Hetherington cigar factory, High Ave. West (factory closes later in the year) 
Higlin Cigar Factory, Howell building on Rock Island Ave. 
M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


C. E. Howar 


William Harney Cigar Factory, 411 High Ave. — Makes “El Acumo” cigar 
Davis Brothers cigar factory, 113 First Avenue West 

Higlin Brothers cigar factory, 106-108 North C Street 

C. E. Howar & Co., 203 High Avenue West 

Earl Ferree, over 520 North C. St. (starts new cigar factory) 

M.J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 South Market Street 

L. P. Roenspiess, 219 High Ave. West 

George Fisher, 802 First Avenue West 


John Hetherington, rear of 329 North G Street 


Will Harney cigar factory. New location 125 North Market St. 


Davis Brothers, 113 First Ave. West (John Davis moves to Des Moines to take charge of Des 
Moines branch of the business) 
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1909 


1910 


1911 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


(Higlin not in business) 


L. P. Roenspiess — maker of “Black Lion” 5 cent cigar; Tampadora cigar 
Davis Brothers Cigar Factory — renovations taking place in building 


Fred W. Garner, opened new cigar factory in basement of his residence at 302 North C. Street — 
makes “Silver & Gold” brand ten cent cigars 


M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory 


Earl Reynolds and James Gorman open a cigar factory in 2"? story of Rock Island saloon building, 
201 Rock Island Avenue. 


Leo P. Roenspiess dies. Cigar factory, 119 High Ave. West, sold to lowa Cigar Co. 

lowa Cigar Co. factory, moved to 2™ floor, 219 High Ave. West (Harry Billick and Fred Garner) 
Howar Cigar factory, moved upstairs rear over 203 High Ave. West; F. E. Nowels, proprietor 
M. J. Beckman Cigar Factory, 214 South Market St. 


Earl Ferree, 215 B Avenue West (discontinued cigar manufacturing business at 212 B Avenue 
West) 


Fred Garner discontinued cigar manufacturing over 124 High Avenue West and merged with the 
lowa Cigar Co. 


Davis Brothers, 113 First Avenue West 
John W. Hetherington, rear of 329 North G Street 
William Harney, 411 High Avenue West 


Higlin Brothers, 505 High Avenue West 


Howar Cigar Factory, managed by Frank Nowles. (Charles E. Howar began cigar factory in 1888. 
The business was purchased by Frank Nowles Co. in January of 1910. Charles Howar died June 4, 
1911.) 


Beckman Cigar Factory — son of founder, William D. Beckman, continues business after Diedrich 
Beckman dies (Feb. 13, 1911). 


Davis Brothers Cigar Manufacturers, 113 First Avenue West 
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1914 


1919 


1921 


1924 


W.D. Beckman, rear 214 South Market St. 
Davis Brothers, Inc., 113 First Avenue West 


G. W. Fisher, 2" floor rear 218 First Avenue East — residence same address (George Washington 
Fisher) 


John W. Hetherington, rear 327 North G Street 


Harney’s Cigar Factory, 2" floor 219 High Avenue West (wife: Bertha A.) — also a retail store & 
pool hall: 219 High Avenue West 


Frank Nowels, 2" floor 201 High Avenue West — retail store at 203 High Avenue West (wife: 
Gail) — Brand of cigars: Don Gusto 


Julius Rohleder Cigar Factory, Greenview Park 


W.R. Campfield, 204 Fourth Avenue West 

G. W. Fisher, 2" floor rear 218 First Avenue East 

W. J. Harney, 2" floor 209 High Avenue West 

Nowels Brothers Cigar Co., 203 High Avenue West (Frank - wife Gail & John - wife Clara Nowels) 
G. W. Sparks, 710 North E Street 


George Titus, 325 North | Street 


W.R. Campfield, 204 Fourth Avenue West 

G. W. Fisher, 2" floor 309 High Avenue West 
W. J. Harney, 2"? floor 209 High Avenue West 
G. W. Sparks, 710 North E Street 


George Titus, 325 North | Street 


W.R. Campfield, 204 Fourth Avenue West 

George W. Fisher, 2"? floor 309 High Avenue West — cigar maker 
George A. Fritz, 1006 South 9" Street 

W. J. Harney, 2"? floor High Avenue West 


George W. Sparks, 710 North E Street — residence same address — wife: Minnie 
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1954 


[There is almost no printed information on cigar manufacturing in Oskaloosa, lowa after 1929. 


The newspapers did not print any articles regarding cigar manufacturing. There were no City 
Directories printed during this time. ] 


No cigar factories listed in city directory 
Dean’s Cigar & News Co., 203 High Avenue West - retail cigar store 
Fritch — Himes & Co., 105 High Avenue East — retail cigar store 


Reisman Co., Inc., 213-215 South Second Street — wholesale tobacco 
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7. About the Authors 


lf history is not recorded, it gets lost for eternity. To us, the authors of this book, future generations 
should know that cigar manufacturing existed in Oskaloosa, lowa. Cigar manufacturing offers a glimpse 
in time at the social customs and mores of society. 


Tom Quinn 


Tom Quinn is an amateur historian with a special interest in cigar manufacturing in lowa communities. 
He has written several books on cigar manufacturing in lowa and maintains a website on cigar box art: 
onethirty.com 


Tom took most of the photographs in this book. 


John Jacobs 


John is past president of the Mahaska County Historical 
Society. He is an avid collector of local history and is 
passionate about recording, documenting, and 
educating the public on their historical background. 
Nearly all of the cigar boxes in this book are from John’s 
personal cigar box collection. 
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